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Total Depravity

Total Inability

The Westminster Confession of Faith declares that, “Man, by his fall into a state of sin,
hath wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual good accompanying salvation; so as a natural
man, being altogether averse from good and dead in sin, is not able by his own strength, to
convert himself, or to prepare thereunto.”

1. The journey of mankind from a state of perfect freedom and delight began with the Fall of
Adam from grace. He was warned of God not to eat of the fruit of the tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil.

♦  Genesis 2:16,17 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the
garden thou mayest freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

2. Adam disobeyed the known will of the Lord and deliberately ate of the forbidden fruit. As a
result he brought spiritual death upon himself and upon all mankind.

♦  Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

♦  Ephesians 2:1-3 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:
3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of
wrath, even as others.

♦  Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the un-circumcision of your flesh,
hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;

3. David confessed that he was born in sin as is all of mankind.

♦  Psalms 51:5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.

♦  Psalms 58:3 The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be
born, speaking lies.

4. Because men are born into sin and are by nature spiritually dead, Jesus taught that men must
be born from above if they are to enter into the kingdom of heaven.



♦  John 3:5-7 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto
thee, Ye must be born again.

5. Because of the Fall, all men are born spiritually blind and deaf to gospel truth. The mind is
darkened by sin while the heart is corrupt and evil.

♦  Genesis 6:5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

♦  Genesis 8:21 And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I
will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's
heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I
have done.

♦  Ecclesiastes 9:3 This is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that there is
one event unto all: yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in
their heart while they live, and after that they go to the dead.

♦  Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can
know it?

♦  Mark 7:21-23 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries,
fornications, murders, Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All these evil things come from within, and defile the
man.

♦  John 3:19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

♦  Romans 8:7, 8 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be.  8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

♦  1 Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.

♦  Ephesians 4:17-19 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not
as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 18 Having the understanding darkened,
being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the
blindness of their heart: 19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto
lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.



♦  Ephesians 5:8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as
children of light:

♦  Titus 1:15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving
is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.

6. Prior to being regenerated by the Holy Spirit, all men are born into the kingdom of Satan and
under his control. They are the servants of Satan.

♦  John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

♦  Ephesians 2:1-2 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:

♦  2 Timothy 2:25,26 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God
peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 26 And that
they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at
his will.

♦  1 John 3:10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil:
whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.

♦  1 John 5:19 And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.

♦  Romans 6:20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness.

♦  Titus 3:3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.

7. The reign of sin is extensive in that it is universal. All men are under the dominion of sin so
that none is righteous.

♦  2 Chronicles 6:36 If they sin against thee, (for there is no man which sinneth not,) and
thou be angry with them, and deliver them over before their enemies, and they carry them
away captives unto a land far off or near;  Cp.

♦  1 Kings 8:46 If they sin against thee, (for there is no man that sinneth not,) and thou be
angry with them, and deliver them to the enemy, so that they carry them away captives
unto the land of the enemy, far or near;



♦  Job 15:14-16 What is man, that he should be clean? And he which is born of a woman,
that he should be righteous? 15 Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints; yea, the heavens
are not clean in his sight. 16 How much more abominable and filthy is man, which
drinketh iniquity like water?

♦  Psalms 130:3 If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?

♦  Psalms 143:2 And enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no man
living be justified.

♦  Proverbs 20:9 Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin?

♦  Ecclesiastes 7:20 For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.

♦  Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way;
and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

♦  Isaiah 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy
rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.

♦  Romans 3:9-12 What then? Are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before
proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 10 As it is written, There is
none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh
after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable;
there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

♦  James 3:2, 8 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is
a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. 8 But the tongue can no man tame;
it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.

♦  1 John 1:8, 10 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

8. In their natural state, men are unable to repent, nor do they want to. Men desire to act
according to their nature. Men do not have the power to prepare themselves for conversion.

♦  Job 14:4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? Not one.

♦  Jeremiah 13:23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? Then may ye
also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.

♦  Matthew 7:16-18 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or
figs of thistles? 17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree
bringeth forth evil fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bring forth-evil fruit, neither can a corrupt
tree bring forth good fruit.



♦  Matthew 12:33 Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree
corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit.

♦  John 6:44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I
will raise him up at the last day.

♦  John 6:65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it
were given unto him of my Father.

♦  Romans 11:35, 36 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him
again? 36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for
ever. Amen.

♦  1 Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.

♦  1 Corinthians 4:7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? And what hast thou that
thou didst not receive? Now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst
not received it?

♦  2 Corinthians 3:5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves;
but our sufficiency is of God;



The Doctrines of Grace Scripturally Defended

Unconditional Election
1. The doctrine of election teaches that before the foundation of the world God decreed to show

mercy and grace to some but not all members of the human race. Sin was no surprise to God.
He knew that men would fall and that souls would need redeeming. In justice, God could have
left all men to themselves but He chose to save some and manifest His mercy. The doctrine of
election must not be separated from the doctrine of man’s ruin and redemption. Many
passages set forth the concept that God has an elect people whom He has predestinated to
salvation and eternal life.

♦  Deuteronomy 10:14,15 Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the LORD's thy
God, the earth also, with all that therein is.  15 Only the LORD had a delight in thy fathers
to love them, and he chose their seed after them, even you above all people, as it is this
day.

♦  Psalms 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD: and the people whom he hath
chosen for his own inheritance.

♦  Psalms 65:4,5 Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee,
that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even
of thy holy temple. 5 That I may see the good of thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the
gladness of thy nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance.

♦  Haggai 2:23 In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerrubbabel, my
servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD, and will make thee as a signet: for I have
chosen thee, saith the LORD of hosts.

♦  Matthew 11:27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the
Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to
whomsoever the Son will reveal him.

♦  Matthew 22:14 For many are called, but few are chosen.

♦  Matthew 24:22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be
saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.

♦  Matthew 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

♦  Matthew 24:31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they
shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.



♦  Luke 18:7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him,
though he bear long with them?

♦  Romans 8:28-30 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow,
he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also
called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also
glorified.

♦  Romans 8:33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.

♦  Romans 11:28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching
the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes.

♦  Colossians 3:12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering;

♦  1 Thessalonians 5:9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our
Lord Jesus Christ,

♦  Titus 1:1 Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of
God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness;

♦  1 Peter 1:1,2 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood
of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

♦  1 Peter 2:8, 9 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense, even to them which
stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 9 But ye are
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light:

♦  Revelation 17:14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and
chosen, and faithful.

2. The ground of election is not the foreseen faith of men but the sovereign will of God. Faith
and good works are the fruit of redemption, not the root.  In the matter of salvation, God does
the choosing.

♦  Mark 13:20 And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved:
but for the elect's sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days.



3. The divine selection of the heirs of salvation was made before the foundation of the world so
that salvation would be all of grace.

♦  Ephesians 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:

♦  2 Thessalonians 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:

♦  2 Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus
before the world began,

4. The election to salvation was not a general, corporate, or a class selection. Rather, God chose
particular individuals to be the heirs of salvation. Their names were written in the Book of
Life before the foundation of the world.

♦  Revelation 13:8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

♦  Revelation 17:8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the
bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose
names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they
behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.

5. Election is not based upon foreseen faith or merit for no one can merit the merits of Christ.

♦  Romans 9:11-13 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or
evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him
that calleth;) it was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 13 As it is written,
Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.

♦  Romans 9:16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that
sheweth mercy.

♦  Romans 10:20 But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not;
I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me.

♦  1 Corinthians 1:27-29 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the
wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are
mighty; 28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen,
yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29 That no flesh should
glory in his presence.



♦  2 Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus
before the world began,

6.  The fruit of salvation is good works, not the ground of election.

♦  Ephesians 1:12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

♦  Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

♦  John 15:16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall
ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.

6. In like manner, faith is the result and the evidence of God election, not the cause or ground of
His sovereign choice.

♦  Acts 13:38 Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:

♦  Acts 18:27 And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting
the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had
believed through grace:

♦  Philippians 1:29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on
him, but also to suffer for his sake;

♦  Philippians 2:12,13 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure.

♦  1 Thessalonians 1:4,5 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 5 For our gospel
came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.

♦  2 Thessalonians 2:13, 14 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 14 Whereunto he called you by
our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

♦  James 2:5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?

7. Faith and good works confirm one’s divine election.



♦  2 Peter 1:5-11 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience
godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8 For
if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But he that lacketh these things is
blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 10
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if
ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

8. Election is not to be confused with salvation. Rather election is unto salvation. When a person
is elected President of the United States he cannot take office until he is inaugurated. In like
manner, those who are chosen unto salvation are not saved until they are regenerated by the
Holy Spirit and justified by faith in Christ.

♦  Romans 11:7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the
election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded

♦  2 Timothy 2:10 Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also
obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

♦  Acts 13:48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the
Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

♦  1 Thessalonians 1:4 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.

♦  2 Thessalonians 2:13, 14 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 14 Whereunto he called you by
our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9. From Eph. 1:4 and Rom 16:7 it can be seen that men are chosen “in Christ” before the world
began but are not actually “in Christ” until their conversion.

♦  Ephesians 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:

♦  Romans 16:7 Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, and my fellow prisoners, who are
of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me.

10. Election is not according to the will of man but the will of God.

♦  Exodus 33:19 And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will
proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be
gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy.



♦  Deuteronomy 7:6,7 For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy
God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon
the face of the earth.

♦  Deuteronomy 7:7 The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye
were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people:

♦  Matthew 20:15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil,
because I am good?

♦  Romans 9:10-24 10 And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even
by our father Isaac; 11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good
or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him
that calleth;) 12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 13 As it is written,
Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 14 What shall we say then? Is there
unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on
whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 16
So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth
mercy. 17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised
thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared
throughout all the earth. 18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and
whom he will he hardeneth. 19 Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault?
For who hath resisted his will? 20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God?
Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 21 Hath
not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honor, and
another unto dishonor? 22 What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power
known, endured with much long-suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 23
And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he
had afore prepared unto glory, 24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but
also of the Gentiles?

♦  Romans 11:4-6 But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself
seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 5 Even so then at
this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 6 And if by
grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works,
then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.

♦  Romans 11:33-35 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 34 For who hath
known the mind of the Lord? Or who hath been his counselor? 35 Or who hath first given
to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again?

♦  Ephesians 1:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,



11. The doctrine of election is only part of the larger truth surrounding the absolute sovereignty of
God.

♦  1 Chronicles 29:10 Wherefore David blessed the LORD before all the congregation: and
David said, Blessed be thou, LORD God of Israel our father, for ever and ever.

♦  1 Chronicles 29:11 Thine, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the
victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the
kingdom, O LORD, and thou art exalted as head above all.

♦  1 Chronicles 29:12 Both riches and honor come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in
thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength
unto all.

♦  Job 42:1,2 Then Job answered the LORD, and said, 2 I know that thou canst do every
thing, and that no thought can be with-holden from thee.

♦  Psalms 115:3 But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased.

♦  Psalms 135:6 Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the
seas, and all deep places.

♦  Isaiah 14:24 The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it
come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand:

♦  Isaiah 14:27 For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? And his
hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?

♦  Isaiah 46:9-11 Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I
am God, and there is none like me, 10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from
ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do
all my pleasure: 11 Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my
counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have
purposed it, I will also do it.

♦  Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto
me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it.

♦  Jeremiah 32:17 Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy
great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee:

♦  Daniel 4:35 And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth
according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and
none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?



♦  Matthew 19:26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible;
but with God all things are possible.



The Doctrines of Grace Scripturally Defended

Limited Atonement
Particular Redemption

1. The Bible describes what Christ was determined to accomplish in His work at Calvary: an
actual reconciliation of men to God, justification, sanctification, and their ultimate
glorification.

♦  Matthew 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he
shall save his people from their sins.

♦  Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

♦  2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God in him.

♦  Galatians 1:3,4  Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus
Christ, 4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil
world, according to the will of God and our Father:

♦  1 Timothy 1:15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.

♦  Titus 2:14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

♦  1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

2. As a result of what Christ suffered at Calvary, His people are reconciled to God, justified, and
regenerated by the Holy Spirit. The blessings of God were secured by Christ for His people.

♦  Romans 5:10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of
his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.

♦  2 Corinthians 5:18,19  And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 To wit, that God was
in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.



♦  Ephesians 2:15,16 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so
making peace; 16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross,
having slain the enmity thereby:

♦  Colossians 1:21,22 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled  22 In the body of his flesh through death, to
present you holy and un-blameable and unreproveable in his sight:

3. All the righteousness and all the pardon man needs was secured by Christ for their
justification.

♦  Romans 3:24,25 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to
declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of
God;

♦  Romans 5:8,9 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved
from wrath through him.

♦  1 Corinthians 1:30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

♦  Galatians 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for
us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:

♦  Colossians 1:13,14 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated
us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14 In whom we have redemption through his blood,
even the forgiveness of sins:

♦  Hebrews 9:12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.

♦  1 Peter 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.

4. The gifts of grace secured by Christ includes the Spirit who regenerates and sanctifies.

♦  Ephesians 1:3,4  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before him in love:



♦  Philippians 1:29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on
him, but also to suffer for his sake;

♦  Acts 5:31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

♦  Titus 2:14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

♦  Titus 3:5,6 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6
Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior;

♦  Ephesians 5:25,26 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and
gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by
the word,

♦  1 Corinthians 1:30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

♦  Hebrews 9:14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the
living God?

♦  Hebrews 13:12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own
blood, suffered without the gate.

♦  1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

5. The extent of the atonement is related to the covenant, which Christ made with the Father
prior to the foundation of the world. Jesus came into the world to save the people whom the
Father had given to Him—and none of them shall be lost.

♦  John 6:35-40 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall
never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 36 But I said unto you, That
ye also have seen me, and believe not. 37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me;
and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 38 For I came down from heaven,
not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 39 And this is the Father’s will
which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should
raise it up again at the last day. 40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one
which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him
up at the last day.



6. As the Good Shepherd, Jesus will lay down His life for His sheep.

♦  John 10:11-18 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 14
I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 15 As the Father
knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And
other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear
my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 17 Therefore doth my Father love
me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 18 No man taketh it from me,
but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.
This commandment have I received of my Father.

♦  John 10:24-29 Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost
thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 25 Jesus answered them, I told
you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness of
me. 26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 27 My
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28 And I give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them
out of my Father’s hand.

7. In His high priestly prayer, Jesus did not pray for all people but His own, those whom the
Father had given to Him.

♦  John 17:1-11, 20, 24-26  These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and
said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 2 As
thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as
thou hast given him. 3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have
finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with
thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. 6 I have
manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they
were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 7 Now they have known that
all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. 8 For I have given unto them the
words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I
came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me. 9 I pray for them: I
pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. 10 And
all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. 11 And now I am no
more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep
through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we
are…20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me
through their word;…24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with
me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou
lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, the world hath not
known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. 26 And
I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast
loved me may be in them, and I in them.



8. All the blessings of salvation—sonship, redemption and the forgiveness of sins result from
being “in Christ” before the foundation of the world.

♦  Ephesians 1:3-12 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the
glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;
8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 9 Having made
known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath
purposed in himself: 10 That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even
in him: 11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according
to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 12 That we
should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

9. The contrast between being “in Adam” and being “in Christ” proves the intimate unity that the
believer has and the extend of the atonement and the plan of redemption..

♦  Romans 5:12, 17-19  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:..17 For if by one man’s
offense death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of
the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore as by the
offense of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the
righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 19 For as by
one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many
be made righteous.

10. While some passages seem to be universal in nature, other passages indicate a more limited
atonement.

Universal passages
♦  John 1:9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.

♦  John 1:29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

♦   John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

♦  John 3:17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the
world through him might be saved.



♦  John 4:42 And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we
have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.

♦  2 Corinthians 5:19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of
reconciliation.

♦  1 John 2:1,2  My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2 And he is the
propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

♦  John 4:14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but
the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting
life.

♦  Romans 5:18 Therefore as by the offense of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto
justification of life.

♦  2 Corinthians 5:14, 15 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that
if one died for all, then were all dead:  15 And that he died for all, that they which live
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose
again.

♦  1 Timothy 2:4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the
truth.

♦  1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus;

♦  1 Timothy 2:6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.

♦  Hebrews 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the grace of God should taste
death for every man.

♦  2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness;
but is long-suffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance.

What is to be made of these universal passages? One thing that should be noted is that
the Jews thought that they alone were to be saved. That was not to be the case. Gentiles
too were to come to faith.



Passages which speak of a Limited Atonement

♦  Matthew 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he
shall save his people from their sins.

♦  Matthew 20:28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give his life a ransom for many.

♦  Matthew 26:28 For this is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many for the
remission of sins.

♦  John 10:11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.

♦  John 11:50 Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people,
and that the whole nation perish not.

♦  John 11:51 And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied
that Jesus should die for that nation;

♦  John 11:52 And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the
children of God that were scattered abroad.

♦  John 11:53 Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death.

♦  Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased
with his own blood.

♦  Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and
gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by
the word, 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

♦  Romans 8:32-34 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall
he not with him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of
God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. 34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died,
yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh
intercession for us.

♦  Hebrews 2:17 Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made like unto his brethren,
that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make
reconciliation for the sins of the people.



♦  Hebrews 3:1 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;

♦  Hebrews 9:15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of
death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they
which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

♦  Hebrews 9:28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that
look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

♦  Revelation 5:9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and
to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;



The Doctrines of Grace Scripturally Defended

Irresistible Grace
Effectual Calling

1. Though the gospel call is extended without exception and without distinction to all men, only
those who are chosen by God for salvation will come to faith. This special call is effectual
when issued by the Holy Spirit. Select passages declare that salvation is the work of the Spirit
as well as the Father and the Son.

♦  Romans 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

♦  1 Corinthians 2:10-14 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knoweth the things of a
man, save the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man,
but the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit
which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 13
Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the
Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

♦  1 Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified,
but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

♦  1 Corinthians 12:3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit
of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the
Holy Ghost.

♦  2 Corinthians 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the
letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.

♦  2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty.

♦  2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,
are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

♦  1 Peter 1:2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification
of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you,
and peace, be multiplied.



2. In the act of regeneration spiritual life is bestowed and souls are made children of God. This is
the new birth. A new heart, a new mind, and a new will reveal a new nature. All of this is
produced by the power and grace of God, apart from and independent of the will of man.

♦  John 1:12,13 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his name: 13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

♦  John 3:3-8 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a
man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be
born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye
must be born again. 8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is
born of the Spirit.

♦  Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy
he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

♦  1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead,

♦  1 Peter 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of
God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

♦  1 John 5:4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory
that overcometh the world, even our faith.

3. By the power of the Holy Spirit, the sinner, dead in trespasses and sin, is given a new nature
which causes him to want to walk in the ways of God and obey His laws. Because of Christ a
person can be made a new creation.

♦  Deuteronomy 30:6 And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of
thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou
mayest live.

♦  Ezekiel 36:26,27 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you:
and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.
27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall
keep my judgments, and do them.

♦  Galatians 6:15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor un-
circumcision, but a new creature.



♦  Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

♦  2 Corinthians 5:17, 18 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 18 And all things are of God, who
hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of
reconciliation;

4. It is the Spirit who makes the soul live.

♦  John 5:21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son
quickeneth whom he will.

♦  Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;

♦  Ephesians 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ,
(by grace ye are saved;)

♦  Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the un-circumcision of your flesh,
hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;

5. Because a person is a child of God the Holy Spirit reveals the secrets of the kingdom.

♦  Matthew 11:25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast
revealed them unto babes.

♦  Matthew 11:26, 27 Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. 27 All things are
delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither
knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.

♦  Luke 10:21 In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast
revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.

♦  Matthew 13:10,11,16 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto
them in parables? 11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 16 But blessed
are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.

♦  Luke 8:10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God:
but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not
understand.



♦  Matthew 16:15-17 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered
and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed
it unto thee, but my Father, which is in heaven.

♦  John 6:37,44,45,64,65 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 45 No man can come to me, except the Father
which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the
prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and
hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. 64 But there are some of you that believe not.
For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should
betray him. 65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me,
except it were given unto him of my Father.

♦  1 Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.

♦  Ephesians 1:17, 18 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your
understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and
what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

♦  John 10:3-6, 16, 26-29 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he
calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 4 And when he putteth forth his own
sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 5 And a
stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of
strangers. 6 This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they
were which  he spake unto them. [Later, after the resurrection, the Holy Spirit brought
these same truths back to their remembrance and they understood.]… 16 And other sheep
I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice;
and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd….26 But ye believe not, because ye are not
of my sheep, as I said unto you. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me: 28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of my hand. 29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than
all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.

6. What God commands of the sinner He provides. God commands the sinner to have faith in
His Son and to repent. But the natural man cannot do these things. Therefore, for those who
will be saved, God sovereignly bestows the gifts of grace.

♦  Acts 5:31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Savior, for to
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

♦  Acts 11:18 When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying,
Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.



♦  Acts 13:48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the
Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

♦  Acts 16:14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira,
which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the
things which were spoken of Paul.

♦  Acts 18:27 And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting
the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had
believed through grace:

♦  Ephesians 2:8, 9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

♦  Philippians 1:29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on
him, but also to suffer for his sake;

♦  2 Timothy 2:25, 26 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God
peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 26 And that
they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at
his will.

7. In addition to the general call to salvation which goes to all mankind, the special and effectual
call of the gospel is applied to individuals resulting in conversion.

♦  Romans 1:6, 7 Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: 7 To all that be in
Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father,
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

♦  Romans 8:30 Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he
called them he also justified: and whom he justified them he also glorified.

♦  Romans 9:23, 24 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of
mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, 24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of
the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?

♦  1 Corinthians 1:1,2,9, 23-31  Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will
of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them
that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours: …9 God is faithful, by whom ye
were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. …23-31 But we preach
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 24 But
unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the
wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness
of God is stronger than men. 26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise



men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27 But God hath chosen
the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things
of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28 And base things of the world,
and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to
nought things that are: 29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 30 But of him are ye
in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption: 31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him
glory in the Lord.

♦  Galatians 1:15, 16 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb,
and called me by his grace, 16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the
heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:

♦  Ephesians 4:4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your
calling;

♦  2 Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus
before the world began,

♦  Hebrews 9:15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of
death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they
which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

♦  Jude 1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified
by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:

♦  1 Peter 1:15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation;

♦  1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light:

♦  1 Peter 5:10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ
Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle
you.

♦  2 Peter 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto
life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

♦  Revelation 17:14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and
chosen, and faithful.



8. The saving of the soul is accomplished only by the power of the omnipotent and almighty
God.

♦  Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto
me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it.

♦  John 3:27 John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him
from heaven.

♦  John 17:2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to
as many as thou hast given him.

♦  Romans 9:16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that
sheweth mercy.

♦  1 Corinthians 3:6,7 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 7 For who
maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if
thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?

♦  Philippians 2:12,13 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling. 13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure.

♦  James 1:18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of
firstfruits of his creatures.

♦  1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.



The Doctrines of Grace Scripturally Defended

Perseverance of the Saints
The Security of the Believer

1. Those whom the Father has chosen will certainly be saved. Presbyterian theologian Loraine
Boettner notes that, “If God has chosen men absolutely and unconditionally to eternal life,
and if His Spirit effectively applies to them the benefits of redemption, the inescapable
conclusion is that these persons shall be saved.”

2. Many passages reveal that God gives eternal life to those who believe. Those who are saved
are kept by God’s power through faith. Nothing can separate them from His love.

♦  Isaiah 43:1-3 But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed
thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art
mine. 2 When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers,
they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned;
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 3 For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of
Israel, thy Savior: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.

♦  Isaiah 54:10 For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness
shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the
LORD that hath mercy on thee.

♦  Jeremiah 32:40 And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn
away from them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not
depart from me.

♦  Matthew 18:12-14 How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be
gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and
seeketh that which is gone astray? 13 And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he
rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray. 14 Even so
it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should
perish.

♦  John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

♦  John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

♦  John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life.



♦  John 6:35-40 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall
never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 36 But I said unto you, That
ye also have seen me, and believe not. 37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me;
and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 38 For I came down from heaven,
not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 39 And this is the Father's will
which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should
raise it up again at the last day. 40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one
which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him
up at the last day.

♦  John 6:47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.

♦  John 10:27-30 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28 And I
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them
out of my hand. 29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able
to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 30 I and my Father are one.

♦  John 17:11,12,15 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I
come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me,
that they may be one, as we are. 12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy
name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of
perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them
out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.

♦  Romans 5:8-10 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall
be saved from wrath through him. 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled
to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his
life.

♦  Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

♦  Romans 8:29, 30 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover,
whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

♦  Romans 8:35-39 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written,
For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38 For I
am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.



♦  1 Corinthians 1:7-9 So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ: 8 Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the
fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

♦  1 Corinthians 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

♦  2 Corinthians 4:14,17  Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us
also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;

♦  Ephesians 1:5, 13, 14 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,…13, 14 In whom ye also
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which is the
earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise
of his glory.

♦  Ephesians 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day
of redemption.

♦  Colossians 3:3,4 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4 When Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

♦  1 Thessalonians 5:23,24 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.

♦  2 Timothy 4:18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me
unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

♦  Hebrews 9:12, 15 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 15 And for
this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the
redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called
might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

♦  Hebrews 10:14 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.

♦  Hebrews 12:28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:



♦  1 Peter 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to
his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

♦  1 John 2:19, 25 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us,
they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made
manifest that they were not all of us…. 25 And this is the promise that he hath promised
us, even eternal life.

♦  1 John 5:4, 11-13, 29 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. …11-13 And this is the record, that God
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He that hath the Son hath life;
and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 13 These things have I written unto you
that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life,
and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. …5:20 And we know that the Son
of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true,
and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and
eternal life.

♦  Jude 1:1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified
by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called:

♦  Jude 1:24, 25 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 25 To the only wise God our
Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.
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