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10 THE HAPPY HOUR OF

a3 a Sabbath-breaker, becanse he ordercd the man to rise, and take
up his bed and walk, that thus the work of God, in this miraculous
cure, might be manifested to the eonlockers; but, under 2 mask of
zeal for 1he Sabbath, they sought to darken the jight of that mira-
culous work ; not being able to disprove the work in itself, they
quarrel the circumstance of time, and represcnt it as leing a viola-
tion of the Sabbath. Religion was never more violently persccated
than wnder a mask for religion. Men pretend, yea, and think they
do God service, even when they kill the servants, as they did the
Master himself. Our Lord having answered his accuscrs, by say-
ing, * My Father worketh hitherto, and I work, verse 17, they were
yet more enraged and exasperated, becanse he said, “ God was his
TFather, making himsclf equal with God,” verse 18. Clirist was so
far from refusing this charge they lail against liim, that he thence
takes occasion more plainly to assert this truth; for, he provey
himself to be the natural son of God, by solid arguments, of which
this is one in the words of our text; whercin he ascribes to himself
another work, which noue bat the Son of God, equal with the
Father, can effectuate.

The worls contain two general points. 1. The serious matter
here asserted, “ The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God,
and they that hear shall live.® 2, The solemn manner in which it
ig asserted, “ Verily, verily I say unto you,” it shall be so.

1st, As to the matter here asserted, it relates to the spiritual
resurrection of souls; this iz evident from the context; in the
preceding verse it is said, * He that hems my words, and believes
on him that hath sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come
into condemnation, but is passed from death to life.” This seems
exactly to agrec.with what is here said of hearing his voice, called,
in the former verse; a hearing his words. Versee 28, 29, speaking
plainly of the sccond and general resurrection, of which he says not
it mow is, as here, but it is coming; but this verse, together with
the former, speaks of that spiritual resurrection, catled the first re-
aurrection, Rev. xx. 5, and the guickening mentionel, Eph. ii. 1,
which comes by hearing the voice of Christ in the gospel, so as te
believe in Lim ; neither i8 this verse a vain repetition of what was
said in the former, though the matter is very serious and momentons,
and deserves to be resumed ; yet the repetition is with a variety of
different circumstances; for,

2dly, As to the solemn manner in which it is asgerted, it is
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