Puritan Influence
In 1630, while still aboard the ship that brought them across the ocean, John Winthrop—though a layman—preached a sermon entitled "A Model of Christian Charity." Just as one would avoid shipwreck at sea, said Winthrop, so they must avoid similar calamity on land. The only way to do that was to follow "the counsel of Micah, to do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with our God. For this end, we must be knit together in this work as one man." If they would so conduct themselves, "the Lord will be our God and delight to dwell among us." They were "entered into covenant with [God] for this work."

Winthrop saw the Puritan venture as a way of demonstrating how nations could prosper and be blessed. God, Winthrop said, would "make us a praise and glory," so much so that "men will say of succeeding plantations: 'the Lord make it like that of New England."' In short, "we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill, the eyes of all people are upon us."
Sunday was a day not for recreation and sport (as James I believed), but for worship and meditation.

Harvard College's first presidents and tutors insisted that there could be no true knowledge or wisdom without Jesus Christ, and but for their passionate Christian convictions, there would have been no Harvard.

Harvard's "Rules and Precepts adopted in 1646 included the following essentials: "Every one shall consider the main end of his life and studies to know God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life. Seeing the Lord giveth wisdom, every one shall seriously by prayer in secret seek wisdom of Him. Every one shall so exercise himself in reading the Scriptures twice a day that they be ready to give an account of their proficiency therein, both in theoretical observations of languages and logic, and in practical and spiritual truths...."

According to reliable calculations, 52 percent of the 17th century Harvard graduates became ministers!

Yale, 1701

By the turn of the century Christians in the Connecticut region launched Yale as an alternative to Harvard.

Princeton, 1746

This school, originally called "The College of New Jersey," sprang up in part from the impact of the First Great Awakening, revival began with Jonathan Edwards and continued by George Whitfield.  It also retained its evangelical vigor longer than any other Ivy League school. In fact, Princeton's presidents were evangelical until at least the turn of the Twentieth Century, as also many of the faculty.

Between (1741-1744)
First there was the Great Awakening in which began in 1741 as God poured out his spirit upon this nation during the time of Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefields preaching as a result towns, cities and states were converted to Christ. People were awakened by the spirit of God as they realized how they have offended God and sinned against their Creator, there was true repentance. It was like a great wave of the spirit that awakened sinners masses were converted to Christ. 

I did not come to tickle your ears; no, but I came to touch your hearts. - George
Whitefield

In 1741, Jonathan Edwards preached one of the greatest sermons called Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God. He had to pause his sermon as he had to pause while the people wept and cried out in terror upon hearing about God.

Then there was the second Great Awakening which began in 1791. People traveled as far as 100 miles to hear the Presbyterian minister James McGready, the power of God fell from heaven and there hundreds and thousands were saved. But there was a change and the change began with Charles Finney (1792-1875) who preached from God centered religion to a man centered religion. But God used Asahel Nettleton
(1783-1844) to show the errors of Finneys theology. There were as many as 30,000 converts in Nettletons ministry. 

Finneys false teaching which centered on man and pleased the flesh did not die. In 1800s liberal theology came into the pulpits. Finneys doctrine gave birth to counterfeit Christianity and errors in Christian theology. Dispensational theology began during this time with John Darby and Scofield. We see the birth of Mormonism (Began with Joseph Smith 1830) Seventh Day Adventism (Began with Ellen White 1844) and Christian Science (Began with Mary Baker Eddy in 1879) and Jehovahs Witness (Began with Charles Taze Russell in 1884).

As a result there came the floodgates of false doctrines. There was Atheism, Agnosticism, Evolution, Freemasonry, Humanism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, New Age and a new religion is born almost everyday.

