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none in words will deny) but truly believed and received
in love; namely, « That God hath an absolute right of do-
minion over his creatures, to dispose and determine of them
as seemeth him good; and that in the doing thereof he

cannot but do right.”

And so I confe to the matter first intended.

ELECTION

Tue doctrine of Election containeth the whole sum and
scope of the gospel; and our minds, if honestly subdued to
the doctrine of God’s sovereignty, cannot be employed
about a more excellent subject. It is called ¢ The found-
ation of God,” not only because of the supereminency of
it, but as a foundation of his laying, which God himself is
the author of, and he alone; and the basis whereof is him-
self: it is that foundation which standeth sure, and keeps
all them sure who stand upon it.

Election is the pitching of everlasting love, or the good
pleasure of God, choosing and decreeing to eternal life: it
is the great charter of heaven, God’s special and free-grice
deed of gift to his chosen ones, made over in trust unto
Jesus Christ, for their use and benefit. Now, in deeds of
gift (to make them authentic) there must be inserted the
name of the donor, or person that gives; the name of the
donee, or person to whom; the quality and extent of the
thing that is given; the time when it was doné; the con-
sideration that moved thereto; and, in case of impotency,
it is usual and necessary to ordain some friend as feoffee in
trust, who is to stand seized or possessed of the gift for the
donee’s use: all which are evidently found in scripture
election, and may be summed inot this proposition.

Prop.  That there is a peculiar people, who were per-
sonally chosen of God in Christ, according to his own
good pleasure, and ordained to eternal life, before the

world began.”

Before I come to a downright proof of the proposition,
I shall first explain the terms, and then produce some in-
stances of a lower kind of election, that is, to matters of
a lower concern than that of eternal life; which yet may be

reckoned a type and shadow of it. '
1. For explanation. This word ¢ peculiar’ denotes the
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exemption or privileging of a person or thing from the power
of another, in whose jurisdiction it was, or seemed to be:
it sometimes signifies riches, or substance, which is of a
man’s own proper getting, by labor and industry: it is also
used to denominate such a part of a man’s inheritance as
he keeps in his own hands; which our law calls his demesne
lands. Inall which respects, the elect are aptly termed a
peculiar people: for, (1.) Though Satan be prince of the
world, and rules on every side; yet, as touching the elect,
it is but an usurped and temporary jurisdiction that he hath
over them: they do, indeed, belong to another prince, to
whom their chief Lord hath given them; who therefore (in
the appointed time) will rescue them from that usurpation.
(2.) They are the Lord’s treasure, or inheritance, obtained
by labor indeed, with sweat and blood; than which nothing
is more a man’s own, nor hardlier parted with; such was
the portion bestowed by Jacob on his beloved Joseph,
« gven that which he got with his sword, and with his bow,”
Gen. 48: 22. And, (3.) They are the Lord’s demesnes:
he keeps them in his own hands, tenders them as the apple
of his eye, and will not entrust them in the hands of
others: no, not of their own selves.

¢ Chosen or elected:’ the proper import of the word is,
to select or make choice of one or more out of a greater
number. ¢ Personally chosen,’ that is, they were singled
forth, or pitched upon by name; and chosen in Christ, or
into Christ, as their head and mediator; that being in him,
all the grace and glory they were chosen unto might be
rightfully theirs, and accordingly applied to them.

"¢ To ordain’ is the same here as to predestinate, appoint,
prepare, decree, or fore-determine of things to come:
which was in such manner done, that the event always has,
does, and ever shall, justly succeed according to design-
ment. In this sense men cannot be said to predestinate,
becausc they cannot, with any certainty, determine of
things not yet in being: but all things were present with
God from eternity, and his decree was the cause of their
after-existence.

By ¢ eternal life’ I understand, not only the saints’ actual
possession of blessedsiess and glory; which consistsin their
perfect conformity to God, and union with him (according
to the 17th of John,) but also, whatever is requisite thereto,
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by way of right, preparation, or otherwise; wherein are
comprised, the mediation of Christ, effectual calling, and
final perseverance in faith and holiness; which are indeed
but so many parts or subdivisions of election: you have
them all conjoined in one verse, both as appropriate to the
same persons, and as being inseparable, in Isa. 62: 12.
where those for whom the highway is cast up, are termed
“ the holy people;” there is their election; the ¢ redeemed
of the Lord;” that is plainly their redemption: they are
also said to be * sought out;” which imports their efflectual
calling: and “ a city not to be forsaken,” which implies
not less than perseverance. And they are here put in suc-
cession, as they fall in order of time: election is therefore
called ¢ a preparing unto glory,” Rom. 9: 23.

¢ Before the world began.”  The same thing, for brevity
sake, is commonly called eternity; and in Scripture-phrase
from everlasting. ’

¢ According to his own good pleasure.” This shews the
root of election; the great bottom-ground on which it is
founded, cxclusive to all things else, as being any way ca-
sual, contributary, or motive thereto.

II. For instances of a lower kind of election: consider
here God’s choosing or destinating certain persons by name
(and some of them before they were born,) to signal and
eminent service in the world; wherein they were patterns
of the election we are treating of, and may well be ac-
counted a collateral proof and evidence of it.

Abraham was pitched upon to be the root and father of
God’s peculiar people; whom he would own and honor
above the nations of the world; and that in him ¢ all fa.
milieg of the carth shall be blessed,” Gen 12: 1—3. which
contains a promise, that the Messiah, or Saviour of the
world, should come of his posterity: a wonderful high ho-
nor; but what was there in Abraham, that might move God
thus to prefer him above the rest of his kindred? was he
any thing more to God? or had he served him better than
other idolaters with whom he had lived? No, in no wise;
and yet the Lord singled htm forth, and called him alone,
Isa.51: 2. And, in truth, no other reason can be given for
it, than what is given for his love to Abraham’s posterity;
¢ He loved theg because he loved them,” Deut. 7: 7, 8.
Nor was he pitched upon to be the father of many nations,




b6 ELECTION

nor Sarah to be the mother of them, for any natural fruit.
fulness in them above others; for Abraham’s body was now
dead; and Sarah, besides her natural parrenness, was {)]as:
the age of child-bearing; which occasioned her to.laugf a
the promise: for who, indeed, would rpake choice 13 a
dried stock, and barren soil, to beglg his tnu'rtsery with? 1n
aterials there is nothing to Induce to 1t. »
su(':ll‘lh:ansame courses he was plegased to take with Ab.raham’s
immediate seed: he takes not all of them; but, ¢ in Isaac
shall thy seed be called,” Gen. 21: 12. Thus, .’[saac was
taken, and Ishmael left. And though Abraham’s prayer
was heard for Ishmael, so as to have him blessed with out-

ward things; yet, as to the main thing, God rejects him, .

and resolves to establish his covenant with Isaac, chap. 17:
. who was yet unborn.
° ¥he like ¥1e also doth by Isaac’s children. Jacob he
loved, but Esau he hated,” Mal. 1: 2, 3. Rom. 9. whlchdls
both the prophet’s and apostle’s exposition of those words,
« The older shall serve the younger,” Gen. 25 23. and
this difference was put before they were born; yea, and erll-
tailed also upon their posterities: the one are “the people
of his wrath, against whom he hath mdlgnz,x,lmn for evelii
Mal. 1: 4. ¢ their captivity shall not return. ”“ When tke
whole earth rejoiceth, they shall be dosolate, &c. Ezek.
35: 3. 14. but for Jacob, ¢ the Lord will bring them back
to their own land, and plant them, and build tzl,em assur-
edly; and do them good with his whole heart, J’er. 31:
37.41. But let it be observed, it was not Jacob’s more
worthy demeanor, whether foreseen or _acted, that procured
him the blessing. Esau did more for 1t than he, and more
sincerely: he hunted for venison, and for true venison,
guch as his father loved; which he also makes .ready, and
brings with speed, big with expectation of his blessing;
which also he seeks importunately, ¢ with tears and bitter
crying,” Gen. 27: 4, 5. 38. Now, what good things does
Jacob do to, inherit the blessing? 1. He goes about to in-
vade another’s right; for the blessing belonged to the first-
born. 2. He seeks to pervert the known intention of his
father, which was to bless Esau. 3. He abuseth his fathgr
with counterfeit venison. 4. He takes the name of God in
vain, to make his dispatch the more probabl.e, Gen. 27: 28.
5: He seeks it by fraud, and downright lying: he clothes
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his neck and hands with the kid’s skin, and roundly affirms
himself to be Esau (very improper means to obtain a bless-
ing!) it need not be asked, which of the two’s deportment
was most deserving? One would easily conclude the bles-
sing to be Lisau’s: but see the event! he that carries him-
self so unworthily, carries away the blessing; he that
behaves himself dutifully to obtain it, is dismissed without
it; and though his father blessed Jacob unwillingly, and
by mistake, yet when he came to know it, he was so far
from reversing what he had done, that he earnestly affirms
it: I have blessed him; yea, and he shall be blessed,”
Gen. 27: 33. Would we know, now, the reason of thig
strange (and according to men) irrational event? it was,
¢ that the purpose of God according to election might
stand, (the elder must serve the younger,) not of works,
but of him that calleth,” Rom. 9: 11. And it is wonderful
to observe, how God ordered the whole course of this trans-
action, as intending it a full and pregnant example of
eternal election: for it holds forth plainly the sovercignty
of God over his creatures, in taking whom he will; the
freeness of his grace in choosing those that are less descr-
ving; the sure effect of his purposcs; with his wise and
certain ordering of things relating to his end: as also of his
using means and instruments therein, quite besides the
natural scope of them, and contrary to their own intend-
ment.

Then for the Israelites:—This people the Lord chose
in Abraham four hundred years before he publicly owned
them: they are expressly termed, “an eclect nation,” as
being separated from the rest of the world; ¢ an holy, spe-
cial, peculiar people unto God.” He took them for “ his
own portion, the lot of his inheritance:” read his own
words (for they are precious words with those to whom
they appertain): ¢ Ye shall be holy unto me; for I have
severed you from other people, that ye should be mine,”
Levit. 20: 26. ¢ The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be
a special people unto himself, above all the people that are
on the face of the earth,” Deut. 7: 6. The Lord this day
hath avouched thee to be his peculiar people, and to make
thee high above all nations,” chap. 26: 18, 19. ¢ The
Lord had adelight in thy fathers, to love them, and he chose
their seed after them, even you above all people,” chap. 10z
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15. &c. But were they as far above other nations in good-
ness, in greatness, or excellent demeanor? had they bet-
ter improved their part in the common stock? and was that
it which entitled them to this honor! No such matter, as
appears, (1.) By the reason there assigned; Ye shall be &
peculiar treasure unto me, above all people, [for all the
earth is mine,”] Exod. 19: 5. It is as if the Lord.had
said, there is no difference between you and other nations:
all the earth is mine, and I may take where I will: T am
not tied to any: 1 might take of them, and discard you;
they cannot carry it more unworthily than you have done,
and will do. I looked from heaven, and considered their
works and yours, I see that your hearts are fashioned alike.
And, (2.) Their after-demeanor did abundantly verify it;
and the Lord foresaw it; ¢ knew that thou wouldst deal
treacherously, and wast called a transgressor from the womb;
that thou wouldst be ohstinate, thy neck an iron sinew, and
thy brow brass; and that thou wouldst do only evil from
thy youth up,” &c. Isa. 48:4,8. Jer. 32: 30. What then
was the cause and motive of God’s choosing them above
others? It was his undeserved love and favor to them;
« He loved them because he loved them,” Deut. 7: 8. and
9: 4.

Come to David: God hath provided himself a king among
Jesse’s sons, and Samuel must go to anoint him: but it must
be “him whom the Lord should name to him:” not the
eldest or goodliest person; and therefore, says he (when
they pass before him), ¢ The Lord hath not chosen this, nor
this, nor these, but David.” Itis true, the Lord did not men.
tion David’s name to Samuel; but he did what was equiva.
lent; for when David comes in, he tells him, ¢ This is he,
anoint him.” 1 Sam. 16: 1. 12. And observe, this [he]
was the youngest, the meanest and most unlikely; scarce
reckoned as one of the family; for he was not brought in
amongst the rest. Then, note his circums.tances; his em-
ployment was to keep the sheep: his exercise, what was it
but such as is reckoned effeminate? he addicted himself to
music. See also his complexion or constitution of body,
white and ruddy; no promising character of a martial spir-
it: and yet this man (or rather this lad and stripling) thus
qualified, and thus educated, he must be the captain of the
Lord’s host; who yet had the greatest enemies to deal with,
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and therefore had need of a man of courage and conduct to
be over them. Well, let David’s birth, complexion, em-
ployment, education, be what it will, ever so unlikely in
all huan respects, yet this David is, and must be the man
whom the Lord will honor to rule his people, to fight their
battles, and to do exploits. In this choice the Lord w. g
pleased to sct by whatever is taking with men: ¢ he seeth
not as wan sceth,” that is he regards not men for their nat-
ural accomplishments: if for any thing, it must be (proba-
bly) for some excellent endowment of the mind; and that
of wisdom is of as weighty consideration in the choice of a
priuce, as any other: but this is no inducement or motive
to God; ‘¢ he respects not any that are wise in heart:” Job
37: 24. and if he did, it was not heré to be had. David
had no prince-like qualities above his brethren, until
aflterwards; as is plainly intimated in these words, ¢ The
Spirit of the Lord came upon him from that day forward,”
1 Sam. 16: 13.

Then for Jeremy: The Lord ordains him to be a
prophet, sets him over nations and kingdoms, commis-
sionates him to root out and pull down, to build and to
plant, &c. why?! what had Jeremy done, that the Lord
should call him to so imperial a work? Sure no great matter;
for this he was ordained to before he was born; ¢ Before
1 formed thee in the belly, I knew thee; I sanctified thee, and
ordained thee a prophet:” it also appears by his own con-
fession, how unfit he was for such a work: and how unwil-
ling; “ I cannet speak, for I am a child,” Jer. 1: 5, 6.

Another instance may be Cyrus: This man was de-
creed to a great and noble work. -It was, in brief, to
destroy the golden monarchy; to break in pieces the
hammer of the whole earth, to release God’s people out
of captivity, and to build his temple: and this was pro-
phesied of him more than an hundred yeara before Cyrus
was born. 'T'he Lord styles him his anointed, his elect, his
shepherd, and one that should ¢ perform all his pleasure:”
and he calls him by his name too; which is twice repeated,
asa thing to be remarked: and to enforce it the inore, he
adds a note of narrower observance; “1I have called thee,
even thee by name,” Isa. 44: 48. and 45:1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
6. 13.

Was Cyrus thus chosen, because he would be a puissant
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prince? or did the Lord make him puissant and victorious,
because appointed to such a work? hear what the Lord him-
self (who best knows the ground of his own designation)
says of him: “Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand 1 have holden,” (that is, I gave himn
strength, and taught him how to use it) « I will loose the
loins of kings, and open to him the two-leaved gates; I will
go before him:—I will break in pieces the gates of brass and
cut in sunder the bars of iren,” &c. But what shall Cyrus
have done, that the great God should do him this honor?
he did not so much as know the Lord; which is also twice
repeated, as a matter worthy our observation, Isa. 45;
1—5.

Lastly. Pavi: The Lord from heaven commissions him
his preacher-general among the Gentiles; to bear his name
before Kings; to maul and ransack the devil’s kingdom;
and to turn the world upside-down; witness his doings at
Ephesus, Athens, and other places. And this he was call-
ed to, even while in the heat of his persecuting fury
against that name, which he is now sent to preach: and
that there was no motive on Paul’s part, himself is witness,
where speaking of that his call, he ascribes it to the plea-
sure and power of God, as much as he doth his natural
birth, Gal. 1: 15. The original of all which is couched in
that word, ¢ He is a chosen vessel unto me,” Acts 9: 15.

I might also bring in the stories of Samson, Josiah, John
Baptist, and others to the same effect, but that time would
fail. Now these instances may not be valued as historical
relations only; (that would be too narrow a meaning for
them), but according to the scripture way of inferring, and
improving to spiritual uses; and so there will be a good
preparatory proof of the business in hand: For if there be
an election personal unto things of less eminent concern-
ment; and that so long before some of the persons were in
being; if also therc be an absolutencss in God’s decrees
concerning these; how much more in matters of eternal
weight! And if the Lord did not look out of himself for the
moving consideration on which he sclected thosc persons
to their several honors, and achievements, (and if he had,
he should have found none,) much less an election to eter-
nal salvation, and union with himself, be founded in the
creature. Doth God take care for an ox! from the less to
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the greater is a scriptural way of arguing,and proves strongly.

I come now to a more directand positive proving the prop-
osition, wherein my present scope is not so much to prove
that there is an election, as what this election is; viz. how
it is qualified and circumstanced: and this respects the
objects of election, with the manner, time, and motives of
it. And yet, as introductive to these, it may be expedient
to touch on the other; and so, fer the clearer discussion
thereof, I cast the proposition into six branches.

I. That there is an Election of men to Salvation.
I1. That this Election is absolute.

IIT. That it is personal.

IV. That it is from Eternity.

V. That the Elect were chosen in Christ.

VI. That Election is founded upon grace.

These being made good by positive scripture, or argu-
ments taken thence; it will not much concern us what is
alleged to the contrary: They are of the deep things of
God, and discoverable only by scripture light; and therefore
in vain are they brought to any other touchstone; for who
hath known the mind of the Lord, or can, but as himself
hath been pleased to reveal it?

I. There is an Election of Men to Salvation.

‘That is, there are some, a certain remnant, that shall be
saved: and this by virtue of election.

This is clearly implied in those noted and compen-
dious scntences, vessels of mercy, afore prepared unto glory,
Rom. 9: 238. The election hath obtained, Rom. 11: 7.
The Lord added to the church such as should be saved,
Acts 2: 47. And as many as were ordained to eternal
life, believed, Acts 13: 48. But more expressly in Rom.
11: 5. There is ‘a remnant according to the election of
grace, 1 Thess, 5: 9. God hath not appointed us unto wrath;
but to obtain salvation: And 2 Thess. 2: 13. God hath fromn
the beginning chosen you to salvation, &c. And these are
called the election, or party of elect ones; as those ¢ircum-
cised, are called the circumecision; and the angels that stood,
are distinguished from those that fell, by the title of elect.
They are also said to be -chosen vessels, vessels of mercy; as


















































































