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Luke6:11-14
“ And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto him

his disciples: and of them he chose twel ve, whom also he named apostles; 14
S mon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James...”
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Acts12:1-2
“ Now about that time Herod the king

stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.
2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.”

~*% <

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead gave strength and courage to
the Apostles to boldly proclaim the message of redeeming grace. Before the
resurrection there was nothing but despair. But afterwards, the fearful followers of
Christ became the most courageous individuals in the world—which is one good
reason to believe in the resurrection of Christ. Something changed the disciples
from being timid to spiritual tigers and that something was a historical event. John
RW. Stott says, “Perhaps the transformation of the disciples of Jesus is the

greatest evidence of all for the resurrection.”



On the day of the crucifixion the disciples had been filled with sadness; but
on the first day of the week they were filled with gladness. Why? Something
radical happened to change them forever. Jesus was aive! Salvation was to be
proclaimed to all.

Beginning at Jerusalem the gospel was preached until the message of the
Master traveled to the whole world. But it was not easy to present a new message
because the gospel of Christ challenged long established beliefs and traditions in
both the Gentile and Jewish communities. In particular, the gospel proclaimed that
only Jesus was Lord. The Romans viewed that particular religious conviction as a
direct assault upon imperial patriotism for the Christians began to refuse to pay any
tribute to the Emperor as Master or Lord. “Christ is Lord”, they said, and did not
yield the point. Rome was resentful .

In the Jewish community, the proclamation that Christ was the promised
Messiah was unwanted in part because of economic reasons. If the message was
true then it meant that Judaism, with all of its elaborate priesthood and sacrificial
system, was obsolete. Culturally, an ancient way of life would be overthrown.
Thousands of jobs were at stake if the Shadow of things to come had to give way
to the Substance.

There was no need to buy or sell animals for sacrifice.

There was no need for all the butchers.



There was no need for the vendors that sold their waresto
the Jews who came to Jerusalem on the three most sacred
days of the year.

So much could be done away with if Christ was the Son of the Living God
and the Savior of the world. It is not difficult to understand why Christians were
not tolerated in Roman or Jewish communities. Wherever they went their message
created socia unrest as the claims of Christ were presented.

Of course, the real issue that was at stake in the encounters of Christians
with the world was not patriotism, job opportunities or even religious toleration,
but ultimate truth.

If Jesus was the Way, the Truth, and the Life then not only His deity was
established but also His sovereignty—and that would put an obligation upon
people to repent of their sins, worship and obey Him. For many, that was
unacceptable—and till is.

One of the great reasons why people do not want to believe in Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior is because of some mora issue. Josh McDowell tells of
counseling a student who was fed up with Christianity because, “she believed it
was not historical and there was just nothing to it factually. She had convinced
everyone that she had searched and found profound intellectual problems as the

result of her university studied. One [person| after another would try to persuade



her intellectually and to answer her many accusations. | listened,” said Josh,” and
then asked several questions. Within 30 minutes she admitted she had fooled
everyone and that she developed these intellectual doubts in order to excuse her
moral life.”

Many years ago southern evangelist Dr. John R.Rice suggested that at the
root of every doctrinal error thereis amoral failure. Perhaps heisright. Immorality
and false doctrine often go hand in hand. There are many reasons why people
reject Christ. One of them is an unwillingness to give up an improper lifestyle.

Two thousand years ago those who initially heard the gospel listened and
understood its implications and divided into two groups—those for Christ and
those against Him. That is still the only divison possible today. There is no
neutrality. Jesus said, “He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth
not with Me scattereth abroad” (Matt.12: 30). Those who opposed Christ in the
First Century AD had to discredit the Messiah and His messengers. Certainly they
tried. Vicious accusations were hurled against Jesus personally.

Some said He was not born in asocialy acceptable manner.

Some said that He was a drunkard.
Some said that He was a Friend of the lowest class of people.

Some said that He cast out demons by the power of Beel zebub.

Some said that He was not in His right mind.



In like manner, vicious accusations were hurled against the followers of
Christ.

The Christians were accused of paganism for they believed

in only one God as opposed to the many gods of the Romans.
The Christians were accused of immorality
for they held Love Feasts.
The Christians were accused of cannibalism
for they ate the body and drank the blood of their Leader.

The Christians were accused of being unpatriotic and causing sedition for
they would not offer a pinch of incense and declare that Caesar was Lord. In the
year of our Lord, AD 44, Herod Agrippa | charged one Christian in particular with
political insurrection. His name was James, the son of Zebedee.

Agrippa | was a son of Aristobulus and grandson of King Herod the Great
who was the ruler of Palestine when Christ was born. Following the execution of
his infamous father in 7 BC, Agrippa was brought up in Rome as a member of the
royal family, which means that he was spoiled. In AD 23 he was so far in debt that
he had to leave the city. For a while his Uncle Antipas sustained him at Tiberias at
the request of his sister Herodias, whom Antipas had recently married. But as
might be expected, he argued with Antipas and in AD 36 returned to Rome. There,

Agrippa managed to offend the Emperor Tiberius and was imprisoned. However, a



year after the death of Tiberius he was released by the new emperor of Rome,
Gaius (Caligulia).

Though he would eventually go insane, Caligulia gave Agrippa the title of
king, with territories NE of Palestine as his kingdom. With the passing of time, and
despite the civil turmoil of Rome's national government, Agrippa increased his
local base of political power.

When Claudius became emperor in AD 41 he gave Agrippa the rule over
Judea and Samaria. Wanting to find favor with his Jewish subjects Agrippa
discovered that persecuting the Christians was a popular thing to do. And so he
“stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the Church. And he killed James the
brother of John with the sword” (Acts 12:1,2).

Agrippa should not have touched the Lord’s anointed. Three years later in
AD 44 He died suddenly the death of the wicked. At the age of 54, Agrippa
unexpectedly stepped out of time and into eternity because “he gave not God the
glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost” (Acts 12:20ff). The
name Agrippa | will forever be associated with spiritua acts of infamy for he
persecuted the Church, arrested Peter, and killed James. Seventeen years had
passed between the call that James received from the Master and the martyrdom he

suffered for Him.



James is first introduced in the biblical narrative in partnership with his
brother John and his father Zebedee. Apparently the fishing business on the Lake
of Galilee was prosperous for the family employed hired servants (Mark 1:19-20).
There were other signs of personal wealth. The family owned a house in Jerusalem
and enjoyed socia status. They were known to be friends of the High Priest,
Caiaphas, and his household. Zebedee was in the habit of frequently visiting the
home (John 18:15-16).

However, there came a day when James, and his brother John, |eft a position
of privilege and prestige to follow Christ. Into the apostolic band James and John
went and with Peter, a close friend, formed an inner circle around Jesus so that
they were with the Lord on the most sacred occasions and the most memorable
moments of His ministry.

They were with Jesus at the raising of the daughter of Jarius
(Mark 5:37; Luke 8:51).
They were with Jesus at the transfiguration
(Matt. 17:1; Mark 9:2; Luke 9:28).
They were with Jesus during the Lord’ s agony in the
Garden of Gethsemane. (Mark 14:33; Matt. 26:37).
“It is interesting to note that these three disciples (James, John, and Peter),

who were to suffer so much for the cause of Christ, should witness the raising of



the dead, to give them courage to die; the transfiguration of Christ that they might
know the reality of the spiritual world; and the agony in the Garden that they
might understand that they too must suffer agony for Christ” (The Master’s Men,
Dr. William Barclay).

Jesus had predicted that James and John would share in His sufferings. The
Lord had promised that they would drink of the same cup that He had to drink
(Matt. 20:22-23; Mark 10:35-39). And they did—nbut in different ways. Aswe shall
see in another study, John went to Ephesus to minister. He lived about a hundred
years and died. The life of James came to a brutal end much earlier than that of
John and yet they both drank from the cup of the Lord.

If this sounds contradictory, that one should die young and the other old; that
one should die by violence and the other die in old age; if this appears to be an
annulment of the promise of Christ, perhaps an illustration will help.

There was a Roman coin that had on its inscription the picture of an ox
facing an altar and a plough with the words “Ready for Either”. That was James
and that was John. They were ready for either the altar or the plough. They were
ready for either selfless sacrifice or tedious toil in the service of the Savior. And so
they were like the Lord and drank from His cup. In like manner al Christians must
be ready for either. The Lord still asks some individuals to go to the altar; others

are left behind to toil for atime.



The Bible tells us plainly that James gave his neck meekly to the sword of
the lector at the command of a mad ruler. He was beheaded at Jerusalem. James
could go as a sheep to the slaughter because a wonderful transformation in his
character had taken place. We have an insight into just how deeply the
transformation touched James for in Mark 3:17 he is called with John, Boanerges
which means, The Sons of Thunder. The name speaks of fiery zeal, boundless
energy, and a volatile personality. James was the type of person that was prone to
overreact to a given situation. It was his tendency to bring incredible pressure to
any situation in order that he might prevail. James was not a man that you would
want to cross. We know that from Luke 9:51-56.

In context, an incident is recorded in which a group of Samaritans seemed to
slight Jesus and the apostles. Outraged at the rgjection James and John asked—no
doubt in al sincerity—Lord, will thou that we command fire to come down from
heaven, and consume them, even as Elijah did? There is no doubt that if the Lord
had not subdued the passion of His disciples they would have called fire down
from heaven to destroy their enemies and been more than happy to do it. There are
people who will hurt others given the opportunity. But God has called His people

to peace.



There were several concepts fundamentally wrong with the thinking of
James, and John, in thisincident.

First, Holy Scripture was being misunderstood and misused. While it is
true that Elijah called down unusual and harsh judgment upon some individuals, it
was simply in confirmation of a divine judicia judgment that had already been
passed because of the worship of idols. The situation in Elijah’s day was quite
different from wanting to kill people because of a social slight.

Second, the suddenness of the anger of James and John, was wrong.
They were immediately irritated at a moment in time and they lashed out. It is a
terrible characteristics to alow irritability to rule so that raw anger is unleashed
and irrational words are spoken that destroy relationships. James reminds us that
words are not neutral. They communicate concrete ideas and emotions and €licit a
response in kind.

Jesus was right to sharply rebuke the disciples and remind them that they
knew not what spirit they were of. Anger is a spiritual matter. Christians are called
upon to guard not only what is said but also the spirit in which something is said.
Sarcasm, ridicule, and mockery can be replaced with sensitivity, respect and

mercy. The poet encourages individuals to speak better things with this simple

prayer:



“1f any little words of ours
Can make one life the brighter;
If any little song of ours
Can make one heart the lighter;
God help us speak that little word,
And take our bit of singing
And drop it in some lonely vale
To set the echoes ringing.”

James, the son of Zebedee, the passionate brother of John, did learn to speak
the little words that helped people. He renounced the harsh words that threatened
to hurt. Even in the hour of his death James was gentle. Eusebius, the early Church
historian records that the Roman guard who led James to the judgment seat saw
him bearing his Christian testimony well in the hour of personal pain and imminent
death. Arriving at the place of execution the guard suddenly declared his own faith
in Christ to the judge and begged James to forgive him. “And he, after considering
a little said, Peace be with thee, and kissed him. And thus they were both beheaded
at the same time.”

James went to the grave being used of the Lord to bring others to salvation.

James was faithful unto death.

While he lived, James lived with passion and zeal for the Savior having been

tempered in anger, tempered in prejudice, and tempered in personal ambition. May

the Lord allow al within the Church the privilege of doing the same.



General Factsand Practical Application
about the Apostles of Christ

. In al four lists of the apostles, James, the son of Zebedee is aways cited among the first
three apostles listed.

. His mother’s name was Salome. She too was a believer Christ and in His coming kingdom.
(Matt. 20:20) So much did Salome believe in the Lord that she ambitiously asked for places
of honor to be given to her sons. When it appeared that the hope of an earthly kingdom had
vanished with the arrest of Christ, Salome still followed the Lord. She followed Him to the
Cross-and beyond that to the tomb. Salome was there on the resurrection morning to discover
the Living Lord. (Mark 15:40; 16:1)

. Thefather of James, Zebedee, was not afollower of Christ asfar asthe gospel record reveals.
The Bible does present him as being financially prosperous through his fishing business and
socially prominent. But not a Christian. It may have been that the family members were
divided over Jesus. It happens far too often.

. In the matter of following Christ, James sided with his mother—and was forever grateful for
agreat lady of grace for Jesus changed hislifein three areas.

¢ The Lord subdued his zeal. James as we have seen was over zealous. He was like Jehu in
the Old Testament who said, Come...see my zeal for the Lord. But even religious zea
needs to be tempered if it is used to hurt and not to help others.

¢ The Lord subdued hisracial prejudices against non-Israglites such as the Samaritans and
other Gentiles. To a devout Jew, the Samaritan was a dog, but to Christ, the Samaritans
were subjects for salvation. (John 5)

¢ The Lord subdued the ambition of James. James wanted to sit on a throne. He was given
the privilege of bearing martyrs testimony and of learning that unbridled ambition has no
place in the Kingdom of Heaven. Shakespeare wrote about Vaulting ambition which o’ er
leaps itself, And falls on the other. James learned that, Heaven is found beneath the
shadow of a sword. (Islamic Proverb) And having learned that, James did receive a
throne to sit upon. Jesus promised, “To him that over-cometh, will | grant to sit with me
in my throne, Even as | also overcame, and am set down with my Father in His throne”
(Rev. 3:21 cp. 22:3-5).

. Because Christ transformed James, he was able to be of great practical use in the work of the
ministry. In fact, James became a prominent leader in the early church. Reflected in the fact
that he was the first apostle to receive a martyr's crown. His life and his death become a
clarion cal to al menin every generation to serve the Savior.



“Rise up, O men of God!
Have done with lesser things,
Give heart and mind and soul and strength
To serve the King of kings.

Rise up, O men of God!
His kingdomtarrieslong;
Bring in the day of brother-hood
And end the night of wrong.

Rise up, O men of God!
The Church for you doth wait,
Her strength unequal to her task;
Rise up and make her great.

Lift high the Cross-of Christ!
Tread where His feet have trod;
As brothers of the Son of man,
Rise up, O men of God!”

~% <

William Pierson Merrill



James: The Son of Zebedee
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Luke 6:11-14
“ And when it was day, he [Jesus] called unto him his disciples:
and of them he chose James...”

*

Acts12:1-2

“ Now about that time Herod the king
stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.
2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.”
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. Boldnessto Preach
[I. TheChange Jesus Christ Made
[11.Why People do not Want to Believein Christ
IV.Slandering the Saints

e Accused of Paganism

e Accused of immorality

e Accused of cannibalism

e Accused of sedition
V. The Personal Background of James
V1. Sharing in the Sufferings of the Savior
VII.  An Angry Spirit Made Calm

“Rise up, O men of God!
Have done with lesser things,
Give heart and mind and soul and strength
To serve the King of kings.
Rise up, O men of God!

His kingdomtarrieslong;
Bring in the day of brother-hood
And end the night of wrong.
Rise up, O men of God!

The Church for you doth wait,
Her strength unequal to her task;
Rise up and make her great.
Lift high the Cross-of Christ!
Tread where His feet have trod,



As brothers of the Son of man,
Rise up, O men of God!”

~% <

William Pierson Merrill

John: A Son of Thunder but a Brother of Love

Sovereign Grace Baptist August 27, 2005

VIII. Luke6:12-14

“And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples:
and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; 14 Smon, (whom he also named
Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John...”

~*

“What say you, friends? That thisis John of Ephesus who has gone back to

His kingdom? Aye, ‘tis so, ‘tis so; | know it all: and yet, just now | seemed to stand
once more upon my native hills and touch my Master. Up! Bear me to my church
once more. There let metell them of a Savior’'slove: For by the sweetness of my

Master’svoice | think He must be very near So raise up, my head: How dark it is! |
cannot seem to see the faces of my flock. Is that the seathat murmurs so, or isit
weeping? Hush my little children. God so loved the world He gave His Son: So

love ye one another, Love God and men. Amen.”

With these words the poet Eastwood described the last hours of S. John's

life—and what a life it was. The gospel narrative introduces John as one of the



sons of Zebedee, a fisherman of Galilee. When not engaged in the hard work of the
fishing trade, John along with his friend Andrew would go to hear the zealous
preacher called John the Baptist (John 1:34-40).

“What eventful days they were that John spent amid the crowd at Jordan, as
he listened to the mighty preaching of the Baptist who had caught something of the
spirit and power of Elijah! How deeply impressed John was by the strong character

and forceful teaching of the Baptist!” (Herbert Lockyer).
Then, one day, into the presence of John the Baptist, Jesus wal ked.
The man sent from God,
the one who ate locus and wild honey,
and spoke with the voice of ultimate spiritual authority,
gazed with blazing eyes upon Christ.
Suddenly pointing to Him the Baptist cried out saying “ Behold the Lamb of
God that taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).
John, the son of Zebedee was among the first to look and then to follow the
Lamb. It was a glorious consolation for John to see Him whom kings and prophets
longed to see (Matt. 13:17; Luke 10:24; Heb. 11:13).
S. Augustine said he wished to see Solomon in his glory,

Paul in the pulpit, and Christ in the flesh.



In the pastoral exhortation of John the Bapitist to look at Christ, every word

Issignificant.

Behold! Hereis a summons to the world to, look to Christ. Whatever your
need may be, look to Christ. No one has ever been told to look to science or
psychology or to self. Hearts must look to Christ. Here is a summary of the gospel
ministry. “ We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord” (2 Cor. 4:5). Behold
the object of faith is Christ.
Behold the Lamb. John could have said, “L ook to the King of kings and
Lord of lords.”
He could have said, “ Behold the Sovereign of the universe.”
He could have said, “ Behold the Judge of all righteousness,” but John said,
“ Behold, the Lamb.”
This was the name given by the Holy Spirit to mark the Messiah out as The
Sacrifice. According to prophecy “ He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he
opened not his mouth: he is brought as alamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep
before her shearersis dumb, so he openeth not his mouth” (Isaiah 53:7).
The emblem of the Lamb was chosen because it speaks of innocence,
meekness, and patience (1 Pet. 1:19; Rev. 5:5). But thiswas no ordinary Lamb. It

was the Lamb of God.



Behold the Lamb of God. This Hebrew expression spoke of three grand
truths.

First, the Lamb was foreordained of God. God never intended that the
sacrificial lambs of the Jews should be offered forever. They were all significant by
way of typology, but insufficient by way of a Divine satisfaction for sin. All the
thousands of lambs slain from the hour of deliverance from Egypt could give the
conscience of men no rest. All the Paschal lambs ever eaten could not satisfy the
hungering spirit. Only the Lamb whom God the Father foreordained could do that.

Second, the Lamb of God speaks of a Lamb well pleasing to God. The
Father was well pleased because the Lamb did not resist Hiswill but always did
what the Father asked. The Father was well pleased because the Lamb would give
value to all previous sacrifices pledged. The Lamb would confirm that God keeps
His word and honors His covenants to men. (Gen. 3:15)

Third, the Lamb of God reflects the most tender relation conceivable to God.
God wanted the world to know He was coming to them, not in wrath, but in love
and tenderness for a stated purpose:

Totake (bear) away the sin of theworld. Snisa great burden to bear. Its
tremendous weight lies heavy upon the human heart. Who can endure the crushing
magnitude of sin? It will ultimately sink the guilty soul into the depth of hell.

Someone is needed to take this burden away.



Someone is needed to bear the sin of the world.
Behold that Someone! Behold the Lamb of God!

“He paid a debt He did not owe.
| owed a debt | could not pay.
| needed Someone to wash my sins away.
And now | sing a brand new song,
"Amazing Grace," (all day long)
Christ Jesus paid a debt that | could never pay.

Notice what the Lamb will do. He will take away sin. He will do this by
shedding His blood for, “ without the shedding of blood there is no remission of
sin” (Heb. 9:22). By shedding His blood the Lamb will make atonement for sin. The
atonement will appease the Divine justice of God and turn away His wrath from all
those who are covered by the shed blood of the Lamb.

“He paid a debt at Calvary,
He cleansed my soul and made me free,
I'mglad that Jesus did all my sins erase;

| now can sing a brand new song, "Amazing Grace," (all day long)
Christ Jesus paid a debt that | could never pay”

Those who are covered by the blood of the Lamb are those who by faith look
to Christ asthe Savior of the world. Do you under stand? The Sacrifice, the Lamb
of God, isa Savior. He came to bare our sinsin His own body on the tree.

“You ask me why He paid the price



Why He would make the sacrifice
Why He would walk up that hill called Calvary
He loved me more than His own life
O glorious day (He saved my life!l)
My Jesus paid the debt that | could never pay.
One day He's coming back for me
To live with Him eternally,
Won't it be glory to see Him on that day!

| then will sing a brand new song, "Amazing Grace," (all day long)
Christ Jesus paid a debt that | could never pay.”

Oh Jesus was made a curse for us and so Heisa complete Savior. He
finished His work, and by one offering hath perfected forever themwho are
sanctified.

Heisalso a mighty Savior. Jew or Gentile, rich or poor, male or female,
young or old can come to Him and love Him and trust Himfor, “ He ever liveth to
make intercession”.

Thismeansthat Jesusis a perpetual Savior. Not merely has the Lamb taken
away the sin of those souls who call Him Lord but He still bears them away for the
text says He, “ taketh away the sin of the world”.

Does this mean that all people shall be saved? No, but it does mean that all
those in the world who shall lay hold of Christ by faith shall be saved with

certainty and finality.



Isit any wonder that John began to travel with the Lamb of God and that he

followed the Lamb wherever He went?

And so, John was with Jesus during Hisfirst tour of Galilee.
He was with the Lord at the wedding in Cana (John 2: 1ff)
and he was present at Jerusalem during the Lord’ s early
Judean ministry.
John never wavered and he never went home. Wherever Jesus was, John
could be found nearby.
As the Gospel narrative unfolds there are several distinct e ements that
emer ge about John.
First, he was a personable individual. There was something about John that
attracted attention and made people want to be around him. Before long John was
number ed with the select inner group that was with Jesus during important
moments. With Peter and James, John was present
at the raising of the daughter of Jarius (Mark 5:27),
and at the transfiguration. (Matt. 17)
During the agony of Christ in Gethsemane,

John was nearby. He was sleeping, but he was there.



Second, John was a man of great passion. There was intensity in his
personality that earned him the nickname, along with his brother, Sons of
Thunder. Unfortunately, his passion was often misguided. In Mark 3:17 John
wanted to destroy a Samaritan village because the people there refused the Lord
and His disciples hospitality.

On another occasion John expressed his zeal—as well as hisintolerance
and exclusiveness—when he informed Jesus, “ Therefore, we saw one casting out
demons in thy name; and we forbade him, because he followed not us” (Mark
9:38).

Thinking to be commended for his action John was rebuked as the Lord
responded, “ Forbid him not: for there is no man, which shall do amiraclein my
name, that can lightly speak evil of me. For he that is not against usis on our part.
For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye
belong to Christ, verily | say unto you, he shall not lose hisreward” (Mark 9:39-

41).



Thereisathird characteristic we learn about John. He was a man of high
ambition. Perhaps it was because he had already tasted some of the success of this
world that he went with his mother and his brother to ask a favor of the Lord. He
did not ask for much. He only wanted the highest place of honor when Christ came
into His kingdom (Mark 10: 35). But Jesus said, “ No”, to that request.

It isinstructive to note, while on that occasion the Lord had to rebuke the
passion of selfish ambition, at the Last Supper, John did occupy a privileged place
of intimacy next to Jesus (John 13:23). The Lord does not deny honor to people.
He simple wants His servants to wait to be exalted.

A fourth characteristic of John isthat he was a man of faith. Perhaps his
greatest expression of faith came when he saw the empty tomb and beheld the
grave clothes. “He saw and believed” (John 20:8).

Never again would John even weaken as to whom Jesus Christ was and
what He came to do. For therest of hislife John was a preacher of righteousness.
Initially

John united with Peter for the work of proclaiming the gospel.
John was with Peter at the Gate of the Temple
when a lame man was healed (Acts 3:10).
He was also with Peter on the mission to Samaria

to speak to the new converts (Acts 8:12).



Besides being a preacher of righteousness, John was also a defender of
thefaith. It was not long before heresy arose in the early church. Heresy is
basically truth mixed with error to a great degree. According to the Church father

Jerome, John wrote the gospel in order to combat the heresy of Cerinthus.

Cerinthus was teaching the Gnostic heresy that Jesus was not God. He
asserted that Christ did not exist before Mary and when Jesus was born it was only
an appearance. His death was only apparent, not real.

It was said that if Jesus walked along the sandy shores of the sea His feet
would leave no imprint for He was not true humanity. So it was that John wrote,
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was

God. And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father) full of grace and truth.”
Despite the seriousness of Gnosticism and the heresy of Cerinthus, Church
history does contain a rather humorous incident as recorded by Eusebius. John,
the Apostle, once entered a public bath to wash: but ascertaining Cerinthus was
within, he ran out of the place and fled from the door, not enduring to remain
under the same roof with him. John exhorted those within to do the same, “ Let us

fleelest the bath fall in, aslong as Cerinthus, that enemy of the truth, iswithin”.



The image of an apostle running out of a public bathhouse dripping wet
while clutching his clothes is not the most dignified of images, but it does serve to
Illustrate John’ s passion for purity of doctrine and hiswillingness to personally

avoid heretics.

Tradition records something else about John. Not only did he defend his
faith but he was willing to suffer for it aswell. Legend says that John first faced
martyrdom when he was boiled in a huge basin of bubbling oil during a surge of
official persecution in Rome. In a miraculously way he survived the ordeal.
Later, to the Ie of Patmos John was banished as a political activist. While
on Patmos, John looked out towards the main land and longed to be with his
church family again. Perhaps the apostle was thinking about that when hewrotein
the Book of the Revelation that in the redeemed earth, “ There was no more sea”
by which he meant there will be no more separ ations from those we love in the
Lord. After being freed he returned to serve as Bishop of Edessa in modern Turkey.
On the 26™ day of September ¢. AD 100 John died peacefully. Before his
death his disciples had gathered around him. As was his custom John told them
again, “ Little children, love one another”.
After a while his disciples grew weary of this single command repeated over

and over. “ Master”, one of them asked. “ Why do you always say this?’



And Johnreplied, “ It isthe Lord’s command. And if this alone be done, it is
enough!”

With that, the man of passion, the man of ambition, the man of faith, the

preacher of righteousness, and the apostle of love died.
Fromthe life of John come several lessons.

First, a particular type of personality does not prohibit a person from
entering into the kingdom of heaven or being used of God. While the Lord might
have to transform our temperament, there is always hope that God can use any
type of disposition in His service.

Second, a teachable spirit is characteristic of true discipleship. Part of
being teachable is a willingness to receive instruction—even if it takes the form of
a rebuke. On several occasions Jesus had to rebuke John who was humbled under

therod of corrective discipline. It is not easy to learn when under therod but if
God grants grace, there will be much value.
Third, humility is of great virtue. Despite the fact that we have more of
John’swriting than any other apostle, thereis very little autobiographical
material. Sometimes heis called, “ The disciples whom Jesus loved” but beyond

that it is Christ, not John, who is set forth.



Fourth, thelife of John teaches Christians that love must be a guiding
passion. To be loving and to love is the highest virtue of Christendom. To love God

and one' s fellowman is the summary of the Law. If we do that, it really is enough.

John: A Son of Thunder but a Brother of Love
Sovereign Grace Baptist August 27, 2005

IX. Luke6:12-14

“And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples:
and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles;, 14 Smon, (whom he also named
Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John...”

l. Meeting the Master
Il. Every Word is Important

e Behold

e ThelLamb
% The Lamb was foreordained of God
% The Lamb of God speaks of a Lamb well pleasing to God
% The Lamb of God reflects the most tender relationship

e \Which taketh away the sin of the world

1. Jesus

e Jesusisacomplete Savior
e Jesusisamighty Savior

e Jesusisa perpetual Savior

V. Characteristics of a Former Fisherman



John was a per sonalable per sonality
John was a passionate per sonality
John was a pursuing personality
John was a prayerful personality
John was a protective personality

V. Spiritual Lessons
o A particular personality does not prohibit a person from being used of God
o A teachable spirit is characteristic of conversion
o Humility is agreat virtue
o Love must be the guiding passion in the heart of the Christian
Philip: A Faithful Follower
X. Sovereign Grace Baptist Church September 4, 2005
XI.

X1l.  Luke6:12-14

“And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples:
and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles;, 14 Smon, (whom he also named
Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip...”

There are many surprises to be found in the Bible one of which is how little

the New Testament speaks of the major figures of the early church. Philip offers a
primary example. Though an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, Philip is rescued

from historical obscurity by the gospel of John. What is recorded is not much but it

Isinstructive. The Bible saysthat Philip came from Bethsaida in Galilee, which is

the same town from which Peter and Andrew came (John 1:44).



Perhaps they knew each other as children and worked as adults in the same
trade. It is possible that Philip was a fisherman though that is uncertain. What is
certain isthat it was to Philip that Jesus spoke the compelling words calling himto
discipleship. Jesus said ssimply enough,

“ Follow me!” (John 1:43).
“Lord, where are you going?’
“Follow me and see! Lord, will it be fun?’
“ Will it be easy to follow you?’
“No, not always. That is why you must count the cost.”

There are three reasons why it is not easy to follow Christ. First, to follow
Christ means to stop following the ways of the world. Society does not like the
new standards of living demanded by Christ. New attitudes and new responses are
called for in practicing Christians as the Sermon on the Mount indicates. (Matt.
5:1-7:29; note 5:43-48) If the world finds pleasure in the philosophy and practice
of hedonism, the Christian must not. And it is those differences, which challenges
and convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment to come. To follow
Christ means to stop following the ways of the world.

Second, to follow Christ means to be at war with the Devil. In Revelation
13:7 weread of the Beast. “ And it was given unto him to make war with the

saints.” Satan does not give up his children easily to the Kingdom of God. He has



many ways to hold them hostage. Many years ago the Puritan preacher Thomas
Brooks wrote, Precious Remedies Against Satan’s Devices. Rev. Brooks wanted to
arm the people of God against satanic trickery. He observed several of the ways

that the Evil Onetriesto deceive the elect into sinning.

Satan presents sin with virtuous colors. More than one person has justified
sin in various situations demanding that the moment defines true ethics not some
arbitrary objective standard. In 1986, before a senatorial worldwide television
audience a former Marine colonel proudly declared that he would trade lives for
liesin a combat environment. The colors of virtue were flown high without any
gualifications or recognition that sometimes the lesser of two evils must be chosen.
Rahab the harlot offers one example as per Hebrews 11:31.

Satan suggests that sin is not offensive to God. The essence of God is viewed
as being all of mercy. While God delights to show mercy, Heis also a holy God
who hates sin and will not let the guilty go free. There will be a payday, some day
(Rom. 14:11).

Satan encourages sin by teaching that repentance is easy. Superficial

repentance is very easy, but genuine repentance is another undertaking of divine



grace for it works sorrow in the heart. The repentance of Peter and the repentance
of Judas were quite different.

Satan promotes sin by taunting the soul to partake of the same activities that

other individuals are openly doing. Thereis an unholy boldnessin sin. (Rom. 1:27-

32)

Satan enhances the inclination to sin by reminding the heart of the outward
mer cies that others enjoy while they walk in the ways of evil. The Christian looks
around and sees a multitude of individuals with money, power, and success
engaged in riotous laughter and behavior asif life were all a party (Psa. 73:16-
18).

Satan offers comfort in sin by having people compar e themsel ves with others
who are more militant in outrageous behavior. The spirit of the Phariseeis present
in every generation. There are may other devices of Satan for heisa very clever
personality and very successful in the art of deceit, destruction, and the damnation
of the soul.

Third, to follow Christ, means to be in conflict with the darker side of self.

The Apostle Paul wrote about the great internal struggle that takes place in the



heart of the Christian (Rom. 7:14-25). To follow Christ means to engage in open
conflict with the inner man. Someone hasto die.
Despite all of the difficulties associated with discipleship, Philip was given
the privilege of hearing Jesus saying,
“ Follow me. Follow me and fight the world.
Follow me and wage a noble warfare with the Wicked One.
Follow me and declare open hostility on your corruption.
If your right hand offends you, cut if off.
If your right eye offends, pluck it out.
Deal savagely and ruthless with inbreed corruption.”
And Philip said “ | will follow you, Lord and | will fight the good fight of
the faith.”

As we watch Philip in the service of the Savior, we learn bits and pieces
about himfrom his brief cameo appearances. We discover that Philip was
missionary minded. After Jesus called Philip to discipleship, the Bible says that he
found his brother Nathaniel and said unto him, “ We have found Him of whom
Mosesin the law and in the prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph” (John 1:45).

From a human per spective that was true. What Philip would later learn,

from a divine perspective, is that long before he ever found Christ, Jesus had



searched him out with an eternal love (Rom. 8:28-32). “ Y ou have not chosen men,
Philip, “ said the Lord one day, “ but | have chosen you and ordained you” (John
15:16).

The difference isimportant to notice between individuals searching for God
and God revealing Himself for the larger issue at stakeis, “Who will get the glory
for the salvation of the soul ?’

The Bible teaches that salvation is of the Lord. Philip only found Jesus
because the Lord had marked him out for special favor. Being predestinated to
eternal life, Philip was effectually called to salvation and to service. Such
matchless grace should be humbling to all that come to faith. With religious zeal in
his heart Philip immediately invited Nathaniel to make the same discovery he had
made, but Nathaniel was skeptical. Can any thing good come out of Nazareth, he
asked with a cynical smile. (John 1:46)

As a town, Nazareth had a terrible reputation. For many today it would be
like asking, Can any thing good come out of Bourbon Street in New Orleans,
Louisiana? Philip shows tremendous wisdom in religious restraint. He did not

begin a debate with Nathaniel concerning Christ. Philip had the weight of the Law
and the Prophets on his side. Philip could have said many things but he said

simply enough, Come and see! Sometimes that is still the best way to witness.



Debates are not at all profitable. To the person who questions the Church or
Christ or Christianity the best invitation is still, “ Come and see.”

As Philip was practical in bringing souls to the Savior, he was a very
practical man in other matters as well reflected in the feeding of 5,000 men plus
women and children. The story istold in John 6. Jesus had been preaching to a
large multitude. The hour grew late and the Lord decided He would have His the

people stay for something to eat. Turning to Philip the Lord asked an astonishing
guestion. “ Philip, where shall we buy bread that these people may eat?’

The Lord had no intention of buying bread; He just wanted to test Philip’s
reaction to a potential crisis. Philip searched the sea of surging humanity spread
out before him, made a quick calculation, and came to a definite conclusion: the
situation was hopeless. There were too many people for the limited resources of
the disciples. A year’s pay would not buy enough bread to feed this crowd, even if

everyone only ate a little (John 6:5-7). From a human per spective, Philip’s
assessment of the situation was accurate. The disciples had not resources. The
crowd was very large. It would take a year’ s wages and mor e to feed everyone,
even if everyone ate very little.

Philip is not selfish. He has a warm heart. He wants to feed the people. But

what can the disciples do? The correct answer is, “ Nothing!” The Disciples can do

nothing on their own and it is that point that the Lord wants themto learn time and



again. There are several occasions when Christ brought together circumstances
beyond the control of the disciplesin order to teach them one of the greatest of all
spiritual lessons: without the Lord we can do nothing in life. We cannot live well,
we cannot think well, we cannot love well or lead well. We cannot work well or
win souls to the Savior without Christ.

Without doubt, as the Lord tested Hisfirst disciples, so He will test the rest.
Fromtimeto time, the Lord will allow the pressures of life to mount against usin
order that we might be totally dependent upon Him. We will find ourselves
hopeless and helplessin a great and grave situation. This divine technique has
been used time and again. It was used with Moses at the Red Sea. It was used with
David against Saul. It was used with Joseph in the dungeon. The Lord knows how
to humble His people so that they do not constantly rely upon their natural
resources. The Lord knows how to focus the attention of His children upon Himself
so that He receives honor and glory while faith isincreased.

Sometimes professing Christians fail the test of genuine faith. They turn back
to the world, the flesh, and the devil (Matt. 13:1-9; 13:18-23). For some, if God
does not help resolve a situation in a predetermined manner then He does not care.
But that is neither true nor fair. The faith of God' s true children rises to the
challenge. Faith triumphs and cries with Job, “ Though He slay me, yet will | trust

Him” (Job 13:15). Philip was willing to trust the Lord. We know this, for when



Christ began to give instruction as to what should be done, Philip did hispartin
the preparations. Then he stepped aside to see what God in Christ might do—and
the true Bread of Life fed the people from heaven. (John 6:10-13)
As Philip looked and wondered at the performance of the mighty miracle, his
faith grew and a determination was made. “Whatever the situation, | will bring it
to Jesus,” vowed Philip.
Therefore, we are not surprised to discover that when a group of Greeks had
come to Jerusalem wanting to visit he found a way to bring themto Christ (John
12:20-22). That the Greeks should first approach Philip about Christ is not
unusual. Perhaps the Greeks thought they found in him a contact for Philipisa
Greek name meaning, “Lover of horses’. Though Philip was a Jew, he had a
Greek name. A bit of speculation suggests how that came to pass.
History records that about ten years before the birth of the Christ, there was
alocal king in the province of Ituraea called Philip the Tetrarch. For political
reasons he raised the status of Bethsaida and made it the capitol of the province.
Perhaps Philip the apostle was named in honor of the Tetrarch who had done so
much for the region in which he lived.
Regardless of his name, when the Greeks contacted him, Philip was ready to
help the best he could. He would bring themto Christ but first he wanted counsel

and so he told Andrew about the situation. That was good for it is not wrong to



have others help in making an important decision. When a person is aware of their
own weaknesses and seeks help, that is wisdom.

Philip had wisdom in the form of common sense and he also had something
else: alonging to know God intimately. This facet of Philip’sfaith is manifested in
the Upper Room, the night of the Last Supper with the Savior. Jesus was sharing
how He would soon be going to the Father. Philip was confused and said simply,
“Lord, shew it and us the Father, will sufficeth us.”

And Jesus responded to Philip by saying, “ He that hath seen me hath seen

the Father” (John 14:8-9).

Hereisthe heart of Christianity: Jesusis God. The attributes and essences
of God are the attributes and essence of Christ. To see Jesus is to see God. If we
want to know God the Father, all we haveto doisto look at God the Son. Itisas

simple—and profound—as that.

While there is nothing more said about Philip in the New Testament, many
fantastic legends arose about himin the early church. According to one story,
Philip went to Athens where three hundred philosophers gathered to meet him. The
Athenians wer e always interested in hearing something new. After the gospel was
preached, the philosophers asked for three days to think things over. In the
discussion that followed it was decided that an appeal should be made to the

Jewish high priest at Jerusalem for clarification about Christ.



When Ananias the high priest heard that Jesus was being preached, heled a
force of five hundred men to destroy Philip. Philip smote them all with blindness
and then ordered the earth to open and consume Ananias to the knees. Rather than
repent, Ananias pronounced everything as witchcraft. So Philip ordered the earth
to take Ananias up to the waist.

Still Ananias was not repentant and so the earth swallowed him up to the
neck. And still Ananias refused to yield the point. Finally, Philip ordered to the
earth to consume Ananias complete, which it did. His high-priestly robe flew away
where it has not been found to this day. It is an interesting story though it never
happened. Philip’s moral life cameto an end at Hierapolis at the age of 87. By
ministering in Lydia, Parthia, and Gaul, he was one of the great spiritual leaders
of Asia. (Eusebius, The Ecclesiastical History, 3, 21)

Before he died by cruel scourging and crucifixion (c. 52 AD), according to
legend, Philip made an unusual request that his body should be wrapped, not in
linen, but in papyrus, for he was not worthy that even his dead body should be
handled in the same manner asthe Lord’s. “And they buried him as he directed.
And aheavenly voice said that he had received the crown of life”.

In the sixth century, Pope John [11 (AD 560-572) acquired the body of Philip
from Hieropolis and re-interned it in a church in Rome. Today, soitissaid, a

traveler can see the large marble sarcophagus wher e the bones of the apostle



Philip rest. In the end, Philip was faithful unto death. The life Philip lived, and the
death he died, should serve to encourage all believersto be a faithful follower of

Christ.

Philip: A Faithful Follower

XIll. Sovereign Grace Baptist Church September 4, 2005

XIV.

XV. Luke6:12-14

“And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples:
and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; 14 Smon, (whom he also named
Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip...
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l. Life'sLittle Surprises
1.  Three Reasonswhy it isnot Easy to Follow Christ

e Tofollow Christ meansto stop following the ways of the world



e Tofollow Christ meansto be at war with the devil
e To follow Christ meansto bein conflict with the darker side of the soul

[11.  ThePracticality of Philip

e A man with common sense
e A heart for God

IV. TheMaking of a Legend

Doctrine of the World

1. Thetermworld isused in Scripturein various ways.
¢ It hasreference to the geographical earth (Job 34:13)
. It has
reference to the various nations on the earth. (Matt. 28:19,20)
¢ It hasreference to the material goods of this earth. (Matt. 16:26)
¢ It hasreference to the normal inhabitants on the earth (Psa. 9:8)
¢ It hasreference to a certain portion of the people. (Luke 2:1)

¢ It hasreference to the unregenerate that oppose Christ. (Matt. 18:7)



¢ It hasreference to the prevailing philosophy of the unregenerate. (1 John
2:15)
¢ |t hasreferenceto a future new order of nature. (Matt. 5:32; Luke 18:30)
2. Christians are considered by Christ to be the true light of the world or the
guiding influence in the moral darkness into which sin has brought all things.
(Matt. 5:14)

3. The caresor interests of thisworld can destroy any spiritual sensitivity of the
soul (Matt. 13:22)

4. If a person owned everything in the world and yet lost his soul, the material
possession would be of no avail. (Matt. 16:26; Luke 9:25)

5. Jesus pronounced a judgment upon the world of His day. (Matt. 18:7)
6. The gospel isto be preached in the entire world. (Matt. 28:20)

7. Theworld had a beginning (Gen. 1:1; Matt. 25:34) and it shall have an end as
it is now known,

8. When Christ came into the world, people did not know Him as Creator and
Lord. (John 1:10)

9. Jesus came to take away the sin of the world. (John 1:29; John 4:42)
10.Christ came into the world because of the love of God the Father. (John 3:16)

11.Christ did not come the first time to condemn the world but to saveit. (John
3:17; 12:47)

12.Christ isthe True Light that has come into the world. (John 3:19; 8:12; 9:5)

13.Jesus cast out the prince of thisworld (John 12:31) having judged him. (John
16:11, 33)

14.The world will hate Christians as they have hated Christ. (John 15:18,19)

15.While they are in the world, Christians shall have many troubles (John 16: 33)
because they are not like the world. (John 17:16)



16.Christians are the elect chosen out of the world to be conformed into the image
of Christ. (15:19)

17.The power of the gospel turned the world of the Jews and Gentiles upside
down. (Acts 17:6)

18.Everyone in the world is guilty before God of transgressing His law. (Rom.
3:19; 4:13; 5:12,13)

19.The Christians, having been redeemed, must not be conformed or pressed into
the mold of thisworld any longer. (Rom. 12:1,2)

20.The gospel makes the wisdom of this world appear foolish. (1 Cor. 1:20)
21.Christians are mocked by the world. (1 Cor. 4:9)
22.Christians are to be crucified to the world (Gal. 6:14) so that they do not love
it. (1 John 2:15) If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not present

in his heart.

23.There are demons of darkness which rule over a spiritual part of the
unregenerate world’ s system. (Eph. 6:12)

24.Snce men bring nothing into this world, they can take nothing out. (1 Tim. 6:7)
25.Theworld is hostile to God. (James 4:4)
26.Those who are born of God are destined to overcome the world. (1 John 5:4)

27.Though the present world liesin the Evil One (1 John 5:19), one day, the
kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms of God (Rev. 11:15).

Bartholomew: A Sermon from Silence
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church September 18, 2005

Luke 6:12-14



“ And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray,
and continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto
him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; 14
Simon, (whom he aso named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John,
Philip and Bartholomew.”

In the list of the apostles found in Mark (3:16-19), Matthew (10:2-4), Luke
(6:14-16) and Acts (1:13) the name of Bartholomew appears. However, there is no
further reference to him in the New Testament. While it is characteristic of the
Scriptures to emphasize the message and not the man, it seems extraordinary that
no information be given about one of the pillars of the Church. Perhaps there is a
solution to the concern.

Sometime in the ninth century AD, a man named Elias of Damascus set forth
the proposition that Bartholomew could be identified with Nathanael (John 1:45-
51). Snce then, many reputable scholars have agreed and contend that
Bartholomew is Nathanael for the following reasons.

First, Bartholomew is not a surname name, but a distinguishing second
name. The word Bar means son of. Perhaps the apostle was Nathanael
Bartholomew or Nathanael, the son of Tolmai (2 Sam. 13:37).

Second, the first three gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—never
mention Nathanael while John’s gospel never mentions Bartholomew. When

Nathanael is mentioned in the fourth gospel, he is spoken of in such a way that he



Is an apostle (John 1:43-51; John 21:2). Nathanael was with Peter, James, John,
and Thomas when they met with the Master following His resurrection.

Third, in the lists of The Twelve the names of Philip and Bartholomew
always occur together as if it were natural to speak of them in such a manner. It
was Philip who brought Nathanael to Christ.

If Bartholomew is Nathanael then the total silence of Scripture is broken and
we learn something about the man beginning with his friendship with Philip. Most
people meet many othersin life who are very special, but true friendship israre. It
Is tested in fires of disappointment and disagreement. It is also manifested in
whether or not someone has the best interest of the other person in mind. Philip
had the best interest of Nathanael in his heart for he tried to bring him to Christ.
Because you truly care for someone, bring themto Christ.

When Philip informed Nathanael of his own great discovery, (John 1:45) he
was skeptical and asked, “ Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?’ It was
not pride or prejudice that prompted this immediate response but a deep sense of
personal shame. Nathanael was also a Galilean and as such felt the social stigma
of his day. Nathanael knew all too well how the people of Judea felt toward
Galileans and so he wondered if the Messiah could really come from among the

poor and obscure part of Palestine.



Had Nathanael known the Scriptures better, he might have realized that it
was prophesied that Jesus would be as a “ root out of a dry ground” (Isa. 53:2). It
was foretold the Suffering Savior would have no physical beauty that people
should desire Him (Isa. 53:3). He would be despised and reected of men, a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief (Isa. 53:3). “Can any good thing come out of
Nazareth?’ asked Nathanael. “ Come and see”, said Philip (John 1:46).

Nathanael came to Christ and was shocked to see the Lord in His splendor
and glory for immediately Nathanael |earned something about Jesus. He was all
knowing. As soon as Jesus saw Nathanael He gave him three great compliments.

First, the Lord commended his faith. “ Behold, an Israglite indeed!” What
did Christ mean? He meant that in Nathanael there was genuine faith for, “ Not all
Israel islsrael”. According to Scripture, the true Israelite is the person who has the
faith of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. A true Isra€lite is a person who is seriously
religious.

To draw a modern day parallel, it could be said of someone in this
generation, “ There is a Christian, who is a Christian indeed”, The meaning would

be clear. There are those who take the Christian life seriously.

The Bible is read and meditated upon.

A local churchisidentified with and supported with spiritual gifts.



Missionaries are supported.
Thereis gospel obedience to the ordinance of baptism.
The hour of worship islonged for.
Christisloved and God isworshipped in spirit and in truth.
Souls are sought out for salvation.
The Sriptures are diligently studied.

A life of prayer isfound to be pleasant and profitable.

There are Christians indeed, and there were Isradlites, indeed.

Second, Jesus commended Nathanael for his virtue. Nathanael was not
only religious but he was righteous. He was a child of grace and part of the
covenant blessings. He was fortunate to have escaped the pollution of this world
with vices that haunt the heart and destroy the happiness of the soul. He was not a
weak man who wanted to love virtue, but found himself endaved to some sin. He
was good and decent and upright but he still needed salvation because good works
can never justify a person in the sight of God. Virtue can be commended, but it

does not save.

Third, the Lord commended Nathanael for his transparency. “Behold an
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile [or deceit]”. There was no subtlety in

Nathanael like there was in other men such as the patriarch Jacob. Jacob tricked



his father Isaac and stole the family blessing by deceit. Nathanael was as clear as
crystal in his conscience and that was reflected in his countenance. David, king of
Israel, described the guileless man in Psa. 15.
“Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle?

Who shall dwell in thy holy hill?

He that walketh uprightly, and worketh
righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.

He that backbiteth not with his tongue,

nor doeth evil to his neighbor,

nor taketh up areproach against his neighbor.”

When Nathanael heard the assessment of Christ upon his life, he was
astonished and responded to the flattery with amazement. “ How do you know
me?’
he asked, and |earned something about the deity of Christ. The Lord knows what is
in all men just like He knows what is in your heart and mine. The Lord knows who
you are, and what you really want in life. He also knows what you are doing every

moment of every hour of the day.

“ Nathanael”, said Christ,

“l saw you when you were under the fig tree.”



The fig tree is used in Scripture symbolically to refer to Israel as a nation
(Matt. 24:32). Under the fig tree pious Jews would go to pray and mediate. Under
the shade of the tree Nathanael thought no one would notice if he sought to
commune with God but under the fig tree the King in His beauty saw Nathanael .

Has the Lord ever seen you under the fig tree? Do you have a shady place of
spiritual rest where you go to be with God? Do you have a sacred spot somewhere
to pray and meditate with the King of Glory? William Law in his book, A Serious
Call, offers this counsal.

“Pray aways in the same place: reserve that place for devotion, and never
allow yourself to do anything common init.”

Adam and Eve once had a shady place in Paradise where,

in the cool of each evening they walked with the Lord.

|saac had a shady place in the green field at eventide.
Elijah had a special place in the mountain cave.
Jesus had a special placein the Garden of Gethsemane.

As Jesus spoke, the heart of Nathanael opened up and he made a great
confession manifesting a converted heart as he said, “ Rabbi, thou art the Son of
God; thou art the king of Isragl”.

And Jesus smiled. “Nathanael, do you now believe? | know you believe and

because of that, | will show you greater thing.”



Faith is always rewarded with more faith. “Nathanael, hereafter, ye shall see
the heavens open, and the angels of God, ascending and descending upon the Son
of God. Now follow me” (John 1:51).

With Philip, Nathanael followed Christ and so was present when the
omnipotent power of Christ was manifested following the Lord's resurrection. The
storyistold in John 21.

In a final meal, Jesus fed His faithful disciples from His own abundant
resources and they were satisfied (John 21:6). And so we have two cameo
appearances of Nathanael.

At the beginning of the Lord’s ministry he was a witness to omniscience and
omnipresence. At the end of the Lord's ministry he was an eyewitness to His
omni potence.

These events become compelling reasons, for many, to accept the
proposition that Nathanaedl is Bartholomew and one of the Twelve Apostles.

However, to be honest, biblical scholars are not united in this matter. The
Encyclopedia of Religion notes that, “ ...identification with Nathanagl in John 1:45
isonly conjectural”.

There are some logical concerns with identifying Nathanael as
Bartholomew. First, it was 800 years before Christians made a linkage between

Nathanael and Bartholomew, which leads to a word of warning. New ideas and



insights into the Scriptures unheard up by previous generations should always be
suspect. That ishow error is born and breeds heresy.

Second, a basic principle of biblical study is to speak when the Scriptures
speak and to be silent when the Scriptures are silent. Novel interpretations of the
Bible are enjoyable and interesting but usually unprofitable to the soul.

Third, if God the Holy Spirit wanted to say more about Bartholomew, He
would have done so. The man as well as his message would have been made
plainer. And yet, there is a sermon from silence. There are practical lessons to be
learned.

In the kingdom of God the first shall be last and the last shall be first. Today,
the apostles are honored. Special holy days are set aside as their names adorn
religious structures throughout the world. The last is now first.

And yet, the silence that initially surrounded Bartholomew testifies that he
did not mind being obscure if Jesus Christ was exalted. He was not out to make a
name for himself in the world of religion, he only wanted to preach Christ. Those
who are worthy of honor can be dishonored by unworthy deeds committed in their
name.

Perhaps you have heard of the S. Bartholomew Massacre. It is a matter of
history that on August 24, 1572 the Catholic Church began a great massacre of

Huguenots in France on &. Bartholomew's Day. The Huguenots were French



Calvinist Protestants. More than 30,000 men, women, and children were killed
without mercy with the approval of King Charles IX under the influence of his
mother, Catherine de Medici.

In the kingdom of God there are many unsung heroes of the faith. Countless
Sunday School teachers,

pastors of small churches,

missionaries on foreign fields,
and shut ins will never be recognized in this world.

There are many gifted people who go unloved, un-rewarded, and unwanted
by the world. Hebrews 11 speaks of nameless saints who, “ ...had trias of cruel
mockings and scourgings, yea moreover of bonds and imprisonment: they were
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword; they
wandered about in sheepskin and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented;
of whom the world was not worthy...” Bartholomew represents all the silent souls
who are unknown to men but who are well known to God.

In the final analysis, to have one's name on the roll of the Book of Life is
reward enough. In Revelation 20 a terrifying scene is witnessed. John sees all of
the dead standing before the final judgment of Christ.

There is a Great White Throne and on the throne sits the Son of God. He

lifts up His eyes and beholds millions upon hillions of souls for all of humanity



stands before Him. The face of each person isintent upon the throne. An angel flies
overheard. He is carrying a large scroll. With majestic solemnity the angel hands
the scroll to the Lord. Sowly the scroll is unrolled. Ears strain as individual names
are called. By each name there is the record of human deeds. “ And they were
judged every man according to their own works. And whosoever was not written in
the Book of Life was cast into the Lake of Fire

It is not wrong for each person to ask, “ Is my name written in the Book of
Life? Does heaven have a record of my holy works?’” While salvation is by grace
through faith apart from works, we will be judged for the deeds done in our body,
both good and evil. Jesus told the Apostles, “ rgoice because your names are
written in heaven” (Luke 10:20).

Bartholomew’ s name was written in the Book of Life. It is enough. Despite
the absence of concrete information about Bartholomew in the biblical narrative

there are some obvious conclusions which can be noted.

First, Bartholomew was a privileged man. In the providence of God,
Bartholomew was numbered among the chosen twelve to be a pillar of the New
Testament church. The Lord God is sovereign. He has a right to make and create

whom He wills and how He wills. Every individual exists at the good pleasure of



His will. We are appointed our appropriate place in the Divine decree of things.
Bartholomew’ s place was as an apostle.

Second, not only was Bartholomew a privileged man because of his place
in the kingdom of heaven, but also he was privileged because of what he was a
witness too. Bartholomew was present when Jesus preached a sermon to a large
crowd gathered on a mountainside. He was standing nearby when Jesus touched
the blind and made people see, spoke to the cripple and made them walk. He
watched in awe when Jesus spoke at a funeral and the dead lived. Bartholomew sat
at the table of the Lord’'s Last Supper. He touched Jesus, prayed with Him, and
learned the great lessons of life. The mercy of God fell greatly upon Bartholomew
and he did prove to be worthy of the Divine mercies.

Third, Bartholomew was faithful unto death. As we turn to the legends that
surround the name of Bartholomew care is taken for many fantastic things are
claimed about each of the apostles. There are three places Bartholomew is alleged

to have ministered.

First, Bartholomew is said to have ministered in India. The early church
historian Eusebius and Jerome record a story associated with Bartholomew in
India. (Eusebius, The Ecclesiastical History, 5,10,3; Jerome, Concerning

Illustrious Men, 36) There was a well-known stoic philosopher of Alexandria



named Pantaenus, who came to faith in Christ and went to preach in India. When
he arrived he was amazed to discover many converts. “For Bartholomew, one of
the apostles, had preached to them, and left them with the writing of Matthew in
the Hebrew language, which they would have preserved till that time”.

Second, heis said to have ministered in Phrygia. Here he was killed despite
the stories that he escaped martyrdom and lived to preach the gospel elsewhere.

Third, he is said to have ministered in Armenia. The Armenian Church
claims Bartholomew as its founder. Here Bartholomew is said to have preached
with great power. A personal description of himisgiven. “ He has black, curly hair,
white skin, large eyes, straight nose, his hair covers his ears, his beard long and
grizzled, middle height. He wears a white robe with a purple stripe, and a white
cloak with four purple gems at the corners. For twenty-six years he has worn these,
and they never grow old. His shoes have lasted twenty-six years. He prays a
hundred times a day and a hundred times a night. His voice is like a trumpet;
angelswait upon him; he is aways cheerful, and knows all languages.”

The legends and the physical descriptions are all very interesting, and so is
the apocryphal Gospel of Bartholomew. This spurious writing describes a series of
guestions that Bartholomew addressed to Jesus and to Mary in the time between

the resurrection and the ascension.



First, Bartholomew asked Jesus where He went from the Cross. The Lord
answered that He went down from the Cross-to Hades, “ and brought forth thence
al the patriarchs and came again unto the Cross.”

Second, Bartholomew asked how many souls die and are born each day.
The answer is that 30,000 souls die each day, of whom only 3,000 are found
righteous; and 30,001 souls are born each day into the world.

Third, Bartholomew asked Mary about the Annunciation, and Mary
described her experience in great detail.

The summary of the life of Bartholomew is ssimple since the New Testament
reveal s nothing about him except his name. The legends that arose around him are
valuable for they reveal a man who intimately knew the Lord and lived to
introduce others to Him.

According to tradition Bartholomew died a painful death. He was first
flayed alive for his preaching in Armenia and then he was punctured through the
thighs with a spear after being severely beaten by clubs. If that is true, then the
church is reminded once more that it is blessed with a rich spiritual heritage of
self-sacrificing, suffering souls. Surely the apostles are worthy of our admiration
and even our gratitude. In the person of Bartholomew, we are reminded that we
are a privileged people. Millions have lived and died without hearing the gospel or

the name of Jesus. We have. And for those who desire to know Christ intimately,



we are even more privileged for Christ said that anyone, who came to Him, He
would never cast out.

Finally, in the person of Bartholomew we discover a sense of
unworthinessin ourselves. All of the apostles, with one exception, entered into the
sufferings of the Lord in a very real way. They were all faithful men unto death.
The songwriter asks,

“Must Jesus bear the Cross alone,
And al theworld go free?
No! there’'sacrossfor everyone,
And there’s across for me.”
Bartholomew is the quiet man among the apostles. He does not speak in

Scripture officially but | think | hear him saying, “ My life with Christ was worth it

al”. To that end we can all say, “ Amen”.

Bartholomew: A Sermon from Silence
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church September 18, 2005

Luke 6:12-14



“And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued al night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples:
and of them he chose twelve, whom aso he named apostles; 14 Simon, (whom he also named
Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew.”

I. The Sixth Disciple
e Bartholomew is not a surname name, but a distinguishing second name.
e The first three gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—never mention Nathanael while
John’s gospel never mentions Barthol omew
¢ Inthelists of The Twelve the names of Philip and Bartholomew always occur together

I1. Three Great Compliments

e The Lord commended his faith
e Jesus commended Nathanad for his virtue
e The Lord commended Nathanael for his transparency

[11. Logical Concerns

e |t was 800 years before Christians made a linkage between Nathanael and Bartholomew

e Abasic principle of biblical study is to speak when the Scriptures speak and to be silent
when the Scriptures are silent

e If God the Holy Spirit wanted to say more about Bartholomew, He would have done so

IV. A Place of Privilege

e Hewas privileged because he held a place among the chosen twelve to be a pillar of the
New Testament church

e Hewas privileged because of what he was a witness too
e Hewas privileged because he was faithful unto death
Matthew: Transforming the Treasuresof Time

Sovereign Grace Baptist Church September 25, 2005
Luke 6:12-13
“And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued
al night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of
them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; 14 Simon, (whom he also named

Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 15 Matthew...”



Matthew 9:9-13

“ And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named
Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me.
And he arose, and followed him. 10 And it cameto pass, as Jesus sat at meat
in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with
him and hisdisciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his
disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? 12 But when
Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician,
but they that are sick. 13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, | will have
mercy, and not sacrifice: for | am not cometo call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance.”

~%

The general facts surrounding the man named Matthew can be easly
summarized since very little is known about him. It is known that Matthew was the
brother of James the Less and the son of Alphaeus and Mary. (Mark 2:14). It is
interesting to note the three sets of brothers that are listed in the first twelve
disciples. There is James and John, Peter and Andrew, and now Matthew and
James the Less. It is a specia measure of God's grace when family members come
to faith.

Matthew was sometimes called Levi (joined), which spoke of his family
heritage. Matthew was from the tribe of Levi. The tribe of Levi had been set apart
in aspecial way to conduct the worship of the Lord. (Num. 3:6; Deut. 10:8) When
the Law of Moses was given, the Levites were instructed to join with the sons of

Aaron in spiritual service (Num. 18:1,2). The centuries past and this arrangement



worked out fine. Generations came and went. Y oung people were instructed in the
duties of the Temple—Ilike Matthew.

Beginning in childhood, Matthew would have been trained for the day he
would enter into the holy work. But his heart wandered from the ways of God. He
became hardened to the point that he could engage the enemies of Isradl, for
money. He disgraced his family and his heritage. For a period of time Matthew did
not care what pain and grief he caused his parents or what society thought of him.
He would work for Rome.

Having become a mora reproach to the Levitical priesthood Matthew
decided to be numbered among those responsible for the security of Roman
revenue as a custom's office in Capernaum, in the territory ruled by Herod
Antipas. The popular title for this position was publicani, from the Latin
publicanus because of the close relation to the public purse. As a publican
Matthew was in a position to become very wesalthy.

Being a custom’s official was financially a very profitable occupation, (Luke
19:8; Luke 3:12,18) but there was a heavy emotional and mental price to pay. Of
al the types of people in the ancient world, the tax collectors were hated above all
others. The Jews excelled al othersin their hatred for publican. For Matthew to be

a tax collector was for him to be a trader to his own country. Rome enslaved the



people of Palestine. To work for Rome was to be disloyal to one’'s nation. That was
bad enough. But there was something else.

The Jews were convinced that they should only pay taxes to God. For an
orthodox Jew, Y ahweh was the only person to whom it was right to pay tribute and
that was done through the local synagogue. Since Matthew did not work as a priest
in the Temple, he was violating religious honor due to God. No wonder the Jews
numbered the publicans among the murderers and robbers of society. A common
proverb of the day instructed the young men to, “Take not a wife out of that family
wherein is a publican, for they are all publicans, or thieves, robbers, and wicked
sinners.”

Of course, Christ was aware of the intense social prejudice against publicans
as aclass of people. In His one of His parables the Lord spoke of a publican or tax
collector that stood afar off from the Temple (Luke 18:18). The publican stood far
from the Temple in humility, and he stood far away from the House of God
because he was not allowed by polite society to worship in the Temple—and that
reminds us that it is possible to put unnecessary religious barriers before
individuals who are struggling to find their way back to the Church.

Now there was some justification for the popular hostility of the Jews
toward the tax collectors. They were notorioudy greedy and unjust. It is a smple

fact that individuals do grow bold in sin, and the bolder the sin the bolder the



person becomes in bad behavior. Because they were hard hearted, the tax

collectors invented a number of ways to extract money.

There was a production tax. One tenth of a person’s crop of grain and one
fifth of hiswine, fruit, and oil went to the government.

Therewas an income tax. One percent of a man’sincome was taken.
Therewas a poll tax. Everyone had to pay a portion of their income simply
for the privilege of being alive. Men aged fourteen through six five were
taxed and women twelve through sixty-five were taxed. One denarius or one
day’ s wage was the normal price extracted.

Therewas an import and an export tax.

Therewas a purchase tax on everything that was bought and sold.

For a poor people politically enslaved and economically challenged, all the

various taxes amounted to a heavy burden. But Matthew did not care. He was

ruthless enough to join in the collection of money from his own people. Then one

day, in the providence of God, the Holy Spirit was sent to work on Matthew’ s hard

heart and to bring conviction to his conscience. Matthew was ready to change

because money no longer satisfied him. Thereis alimit to what money can buy.

Money had not bought Matthew any friends or love. The only people he

could associate with were fellow publicans and the local prostitutes. But even then



Matthew never knew if others liked him or his wealth. In his autobiography, oil
tycoon J. Paul Getty spoke of his five marriages and wrote that he would give his
considerable wealth for the true love of one woman.

Money had not brought Matthew a good conscience. While the heart of a
person can become so callused that the misery of another is no longer seen, or felt,
there is a persistent thought that all is not right. There must be more to life than
listening to people mutter under their breath, “swindler”, “cheat”, “traitor”,
“wicked man”, “crook”. Because people have a moral standard of right and
wrong, sometimes, with the aid of divine grace, they are ready to judge bad
behavior even in themselves. Charles Wesley wrote,

“1 want a principle within,
Of jealous, godly fear;
A sensibility of sin—
A pain to fedl it near:
| want the first approach to feel
Of pride, or fond desire;

To catch the wandering of my will,
And guench the kindling fire.
From Thee that | no more may part,
No more Thy goodness grieve,
Thefilial awe, the fleshly heart,
The tender conscience, give.
Quick asthe apple of an eye,

O God, my conscience make;

Awake my soul when sinisnigh,
And keep it still awake.”



Money had not bought Matthew a good conscience.

Money had not bought Matthew a place in the kingdom of heaven.
There is only one way to enter into the kingdom and that is through the act of
repentance. Repentance means to turn away from sin and self to the Savior.
Repentance means to forsake the world as to its philosophy, its security, and its
promisesin order to follow Christ. Matthew was a man who repented.

It happened one day while he was still sitting at the receipt of custom at
Capernaum on the great West Trunk Road from Damascus and the Far East to the
Mediterranean Sea. Matthew looked up from his busy task of taking in money
from the many travelers to observe the excitement of a crowd. In the middle of the
multitude was a special Man. Matthew saw Him and knew who He was. By now
the word had spread throughout Palestine. Far and wide people had heard about the
Carpenter from Galilee who claimed to be the Son of God. His name was Jesus.
Some said He was the Messiah. Others thought that He was a prophet like
Jeremiah.

Suddenly, Jesus started to move towards Matthew. In front of the booth the
Lord of Glory stopped and quietly stared down. Into Matthew’s eyes the Lord
looked, and beyond that His gaze penetrated Matthew’s heart. While others saw a
publican, atraitor, a scoundrel, and an extortionist, Jesus saw a sad soul in need of

a Savior. Jesus saw a person ready to be rescued from the emptiness of pursuing



the tarnished treasures of time. Jesus saw a man who needed a friend. As the
Friend of Sinners, Christ spoke to Matthew and said simply enough, “Follow Me”" .
Two words and a man was moved.
Two words and a heart was changed.
Two words and a soul was rescued from the Kingdom
of Darkness and was transformed into the Kingdom of Light.
Two words and asinner was made into a saint.
Christ came to a man in the midst of sinful activity and said, “ Follow me.
Stop what you are doing, rise up, and follow Me.” While some in the crowd gasped
the angels in heaven exploded in triumphant praise. Somewhere elsein the
celestial City of God the redeemed of the ages rejoiced. From one end of heaven to
the other the news went forth that a new name had been written down in the
Lamb’s Book of Life.
“ Abraham! Isaac! Jacob! Come here. Y ou sons of Aaron come here!
Matthew has been saved. Matthew the Levite has come to faith. Matthew has
repented. Matthew iswilling to renounce his whole way of life.”
Jesus said, “ Follow me” and Matthew arose and followed Him. In the act of
rising up to follow Christ, Matthew manifested that he was truly converted in
several ways. Matthew suddenly wanted others to come to Christ. Matthew wanted

othersto meet the Master. Therefore, on the night of the day of his salvation,



Matthew held a dinner party to celebrate. Because Jesus was the Guest of Honor,
“ many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and His disciples’
(Matt. 9:20).

In this way Matthew began to witness to others that the most wretched and
vile of men can know something about redeeming grace. May God grant us a
longing to see souls saved. It isa sign of salvation.

Another sign of salvation is being the target of dlander and scorn for
righteousness sake. When the Pharisees heard of the dinner party Matthew held for
the Lord, they became very critical. Approaching some of the original disciples the
Pharisees demanded to know why the Lord would eat with tax collectors and
others of ill repute. The disciples did not know what to say so they asked Christ
who knew just how to respond. Jesus pointed out something very simple. “They
that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. | am not come to call the
righteous but sinnersto repentance” (Matt. 9:12,13).

Matthew knew he was a sinner. He had hurt many people. Nothing would
ever change that fact. Matthew had lived a life of rebellion by defying His God,
denouncing His country, and showing disrespect to his spiritua heritage.
Matthew’ s passion had been inordinate for materialistic objects. But that wasin the

past. He was a repentant sinner, saved by grace.



As a saved sinner, as a Christian, Matthew manifested modesty. Humility
touched his life reflected in the fact that his name is not mentioned in his own
gospel in any way that would cal undue attention to himself. This facet of
Matthew’s character is worthy of immulation for humility does not come easy to
anyone. Perhaps one of the best definitions of humility has been given by Charles
Fox who wrote that humility is the willingness to be

foolish enough to depend on Christ for wisdom,

weak enough to be empowered with His strength,
base enough to have no honor but God’ s honor,
despised enough to be kept in the dust at His feet,

nothing enough for God to be everything.

It was a blessed day in Church history when Jesus stopped before a social
outcast and said, “ Follow me” . Matthew traded his tarnished treasures and personal
ambition for accumulating inappropriate assets for a place in the kingdom of
heaven. Matthew learned that there is more to life than the multiplication of stocks
and bonds as proper as that might be at the right time and place. But there is more.
There are eternal souls to be saved. There are people bound in sin to be set free.
Thereisalord and Master to follow.

No one who has ever fully followed Christ has been sorry. Matthew never

regretted leaving the custom’s gate because he recelved the fullness of the Holy



Spirit who inspired him to write a gospel narrative that shall live and abide forever.
The gospel of Matthew is the gift of grace from a grateful heart.

Like so many of the Apostles, the end of Matthew’s lifeis full of legend and
myth. Only two facts seem certain when all the evidence is considered: Matthew
ministered to the saints in Egypt, and he met a violent death, killed by a sword
wound, for preaching the gospel. Death by violence in Ethiopia came (c. AD 60)
because from the moment that he arose to follow the Lord, Matthew never turned
back to his old life. If there are spiritual lessons to be learned from the gospel

narrative, they are familiar ones.

¢ Christ calls some, not all, but some, to sacrifice wealth and occupation for
an unknown and dangerous journey. The Church of Christ has many
examples of individuals who re-evaluated their lives and made adjustments to
engage in the work of the Lord. Hudson Taylor, founder of the China Inland
Mission offers one example. In more recent years, Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones
is another example. Dr. Lloyd-Jones gave up a promising medical career in
order to preach the gospel. This is not to say that all Christians should be
missionaries or ministers of the gospel. It is to say that God asks more from
some than from others. Nevertheless, a desire to follow Christ should prevail in
the heart of every person who names the name of Christ. Then, when time and
opportunity arise, much good can be done for the cause of Christ.

¢ Christ always meets with people where they are, not where they should be.
Matthew was hurting others financially when Jesus halted his self-destructive
and other destructive behavior. Saul of Tarsus was hurting others physically
when Christ arrested his hatred of Christians. The woman of Samaria was
hurting herself personally when Jesus spoke to her about her infidelity and then
her immortal soul. Christ went to people where they were and called them to be
different. The Church must be willing to do the same. The Church must love
sinners while hating sin.



¢ Christ will show mercy to all. Publicans and prostitutes, the proud and the
passionate can know something about a Savior who cares enough for them to
come and say, Follow me. And the heart remembers, it is a Person that is to be
followed, not a program or even perceived prejudices.

¢ Christ honors those who have dishonored themselves. He makes fallen men
and women apostles and fellow servants in His kingdom. In fact, He makes
them kings and priest forever unto the living God.

¢ Christ opened Himself up to misunder standing. By eating and drinking with
the Publicans and prostitutes the Lord was not endorsing their lifestyle. Rather,
He was calling them to repentance in His own way—the way of goodness and
grace not judgment and condemnation. The Bible teaches that the goodness of
God leads men to repent. That is awonderful spiritual lesson to remember.

¢ Christ changesthe heart so that Christians want to give and keep on giving
to others. Bro. Shelton of Mt. Zion ministries in Florida spoke often of the joy
of giving the gospel away free of charge. Freely he has received and fredly he
gives knowing that no one can out give God.

¢ The example of Christ and the example of the Apostles teach Christiansto
use every means to minister to others. There is a wonderful book that was
written many years ago, The Shoes of the Fisherman. The highlight of the book
comes when an obscure priest is elevated to the papacy. As the newly elected
pope he makes a public vow to spend his time dismantling the royal riches of
the Vatican in order to be more like Christ and the apostles in their origina
state—rich in spirit. The pope promises to help the poor and needy, to lift up the
fallen, and to give comfort to those who are hurting.

A longing to help others is natura to the Christian heart for it reflects the
compassion of Christ Himself. Therefore, when the Lord brings different situations
to our attention let us do immediately what we can to help. Let us rise up as a

Church and follow Christ to minister to others. We cannot help everyone, but we

can help someone. We cannot proclaim the gospel everywhere, but we can spread



the word somewhere. We cannot witness to all, but we can tell our friends and
family about the Lord. We cannot give up everything we own or make, but we can

give up something for the cause of the Kingdom and the good of others.

“1n the act of giving we remember
that we cannot serve both God and money.
We cannot just take in and not give out.
As we choose to serve God
and to help others.

We transform the treasures of time.
Amen.”

Matthew: Transforming the Treasuresof Time
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church September 25, 2005

Luke 6:12-13
“And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued

al night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of
them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles;, 14 Simon, (whom he aso named

Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 15 Matthew...”



The General Facts

e Matthew was the brother of James the Less and the son of Alphaeus and Mary
e Matthew was trained in the priesthood as a child but wandered away

e Matthew became greedy for money

. The Curse of Excessive Taxation

Production tax
Income tax
Pol| tax
Import tax
Export tax
Purchase tax

It did not bring friends

It did not bring love

It did not bring a good conscience

It did not purchase a place in the kingdom of God

.What Money did not Do
[ J
[}
[}

.Matthew Met the Master

. Spiritual Lessonsto Learn

o Christ callsindividualsto alife of sacrifice

Christ meets people where they are not where they should be
Christ will show mercy to all

Christ honors those who have dishonored themselves

Christ opened Himself up to misunderstanding

Christ makes the heart willing to give

Let us use every means to minister to others

The Trialsand Tribulation of St. Thomas

Sovereign Grace Baptist Church October 1, 2005
Luke6:12-15

“ And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray,

and continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto
him his disciples. and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; 14
Smon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John,
Philip and Bartholomew, 15 Matthew and Thomas...”

~%



Reputation is what men and women
think of us; character iswhat God
And angels know of us.

Thon;s;ai ne

Throughout Church history Thomas has been given the reputation of a man
of great doubts. There is a measure of truth to the title, “ Doubting Thomas’ , but
there is also an element of defamation implied. Perhaps Thomas can be rescued
from the unfortunate epitaph. Consider first the simple facts of Scripture.

In the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke nothing is said about Thomas
except his name. In the gospel of John, Thomas becomes a distinct and vivid
character. John refers to him as, “Thomas who is called Didymus’. While Thomas
iIsaHebrew name, Didymus is a Greek name meaning, “twin” . Understanding this,
the early Christian community went into a frenzy of activity trying to discover
whom Thomas might be a twin with.

The most interesting interpretation is found in an early writing called The
Acts of Thomas. The apocryphal story declares that Thomas was none other than
the twin brother of Jesus Himself (Chapter 3:1).

Turning to the Word of God, some more believable facts are discovered
about Thomas such as his personal courage. This particular characteristic comes

out in the wonderful story of Lazarus being raised from the dead in the town of

Bethany (John 11:1-16).



Bethany [lit. House of Figs or, House of Affliction] was located close to
Jerusalem. It was here that Lazarus grew sick and suddenly died. Word came to the
Lord about the death of Lazarus. Jesus decided to go to the graveside of His friend.
But the decision to journey to Bethany alarmed the disciples.

The disciples knew the Lord’'s popularity with the religious leaders in
Jerusalem was in trouble. A death threat had been issued against Christ. Already,
on two occasions Jesus had been subject to stoning (John 8:59; 10:31). To venture
near Jerusalem appeared foolish and even suicidal. As the thoughts of bloodshed
and violence crossed the minds of the disciples, Thomas finaly settled the matter

by saying, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

Thomas was serious. He was determined not to be disoya and so he
demonstrated the integrity of his heart by going on with Jesus. His courage
inspired the others disciples to stay with the Savior as well. The courage of one
man became the courage of many.

In English history, it is said that the presence of Oliver Cromwell on the
field of battle was worth 10,000 soldiers. The courage of one man became the

courage of many.



In the chronicles of Texas, there is the narrative of a moment of great
courage which took place during the siege of the Alamo. The Alamo was a mission
fortress in San Antonio, Texas. Within its walls, during the Revolution of 1836, a
band of Texans made a heroic resistance against an overwhelming Mexican army.
The encounter began in December of 1835, when a small Texas force captured and
occupied the fortress. The co-commanding officers of the garrison were Colonel
William B. Travis, 26 years old, and James Bowie. David Crockett was also in the
fort with some of his boys from the hills of Tennessee.

The scene was set for battle when, on February 23, 1836, General Antonio
Lopez de Santa Anna began to place 6,000 Mexican soldiers around the fort.

Defending the Alamo were 184 men.

On March 5, Colonel Travis realized the small garrison was doomed.
Sufficient replacements would never reach the mission in time. Assembling the
men in the courtyard, Travis described their desperate plight. Then, he drew aline
in the dirt with his sword and invited those who wished to cross and remain until
the end to do so. The rest were free to try to escape from the Mexican army or
surrender to it. All but one man crossed the line in aheroic decision to stay. During

the next thirteen days, the 184 defenders of the fort died. Those who stayed had



crossed a line, literally, to stand and make the ultimate sacrifice for the cause of
freedom. The courage of one man became the courage of many.

The Church of Christ needs men and women and young people of courage to
inspire others because the enemies of the Church are real, they are many in number
and they are ruthless and deadly. Loyalty to the cause of Christ is essential, even
unto death. Thomas was courageous and he was loyal under adverse conditions. He
made a great decision to give up his life if necessary even though that was not
going to happen at the moment.

There is a wonderful and true story of a little boy whose sister needed a
blood transfusion. The doctor explained that she had the same disease the boy had
recovered from two years earlier. Her only chance of recovery was a transfusion
from someone who had previously conquered the disease. Since the two children
had the same rare blood type, the boy was an ideal donor. “Would you give your
blood to Mary?” the doctor asked, and was surprised when Johnny hesitated. His
lower lip started to tremble. Then he smiled and said, “ Sure, for my sister” . Soon
the two children were wheeled into the hospital room. Mary, pale and thin. Johnny,
robust and healthy. Neither spoke, but when their eyes met, Johnny grinned. As the
nurse inserted the needle into his arm, Johnny’s smile faded. He watched as the

blood flowed through the tube.



When the ordeal was almost over, Johnny’s voice, dightly shaky, broke the
silence. “Doctor, when do | die?” Only then did the doctor realize that why Johnny
had initially hesitated, and why his lip had trembled when he agreed to donate his
blood. He thought that by giving up his blood to his sister he was giving up hislife
for her. In that brief moment, he had made his great decision.

There was brief moment when Thomas made his great decision. And he
said, “Let us also go, that we may die with him” . As Thomas was a man brave of
heart, he was also a man who could become honestly confused. He tried to
understand what Christ was teaching but at timesit was not at all clear.

Jesus spoke of crowns and kingdoms, yet, when people came by force to
make Him a king, the Lord withdrew from their presence. Christ spoke of being
God and He demonstrated the powers of divinity often. However, the Lord also
spoke of suffering, crucifixion, death and dying (John 14:1-8). Should divine kings
talk in such amanner? Thomas was not clear asto what it al meant.

Then there was the night of the Passover. In the Upper Room during the
third Passover the Lord celebrated with His disciples, Jesus spoke of the Cross-and
what lay beyond that. He spoke of going away. But the spiritual truths were not
understood by Thomas, or by any one else. The minds of the disciples were
spiritualy dull. They could not understand the great mystery of which the Lord

spoke. Thomas was listening. He wanted to comprehend everything but the best



Thomas could do was to interrupt and express his personal frustration. “Lord”,
said Thomeas,
“We know not where you are going;

and how can we know the way.”

The Lord was gracious. He did not rebuke Thomas in a harsh manner for his spiritual

confusion. Jesus merely explained the basics of the Christian faith one more time.

“Thomas’,
said Jesus,
“ remember | have taught you,
| amthe way, | amthe truth, and the life.
Thomas, No man cometh unto the Father but by me.

Do you understand?”

Thomas did not understand. Later he would perceive just what Jesus meant
in al of His messages. For the moment, it was enough to be in the presence of the
Lord.

Andsoitis,

to believein Chrit,
to know Him,

tolove Him,



to trust Him,
that is all that really matters.

To know Christ is to know the way to heaven and to have fellowship with
the Father

There is a negative side to Thomas that cannot be avoided. He was a man
who found it difficult to believe when the dark clouds of life gathered about him.
When Jesus died on the Cross, Thomas was devastated. Though he had been taught
that Christ was to come out of the grave on the third day, he simply did not believe
it would happen.

All of the miracles he had witnessed,

al of the sermons from the lips of the Lord,
al of the private conversations did not sustain him in the hour
of spiritual testing.

Even when Thomas heard the resurrected Lord appeared to the other
disciples he did not believe—and that was a terrible deed. Obstinate unbelief in the
face of irrefutable evidence is aterrible emotion. Said Thomas,

“Except | shall seein his handsthe print of the nails,

And put my finger into the print of the nails,

And thrust my hand into his side, | will not believe.



Here is unbelief that is bold. Except Thomas was allowed to physically touch the
resurrected Christ he was not going to believe.
In condescending grace, the Lord came to Thomas and was willing to let His
disciple touch Him (John 20:26,27).
That would not happen again for the Lord went on to say,
“Blessed are they that have not seen and yet have believed” .

By the mercy of God you and | do not have to physically touch anail scared
hand in order to believe. But like Thomas we must have a very real and persona
encounter with the Living Lord Jesus. Christ is not atheory but the Living Lord.

Dr. William Barclay in The Master’s Men offers two great lessons from the
Scriptural narrative of the life of Thomas in the New Testament.

The first lesson isthat Jesus blames no man or woman or young person
for wanting to be certain concerning the claims of Christ. There is nothing

sinful about wanting to be convinced that Christianity is genuine.

C. S. Lewis was a thorough skeptic before he met the Master. But he was an honest skeptic
and one-day the Lord broke through his doubts to fill him with faith. It is not wrong to have

doubts but it is extremely wrong to continue to doubt when truth is reveal ed.

A second great lesson from the life of Thomas is that certainty is most
likely to come to a person in the fellowship of other believers. The world is

waiting, amost with bated breath, for the confessing Church to embrace its



profession of faith. Many a person has turned away from the Church because the
reality of a Christian’s life does not match the religious rhetoric.

The divine solution is for the Church to have a spiritua renewa by
encountering once more by faith the Living Lord. Historicaly, that is caled
revival. When reviva comes, individuals will want to meet often with one another
to tell what God is doing in their lives all the days they live. Malachi 3:16 says,
“Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord

hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for

them that feared the Lord, and they thought upon his name.”

Tradition records that Thomas ministered in South India and there met a
violent death. This concept has been widely accepted by the church in both East
and West. Perhaps the greatest fact that can be said about Thomas is he served the
Savior and is worthy of receiving the crown of life.

The total life of Thomas with all of its trials and tribulations serves to

remind the Church that the Christian way of life is very challenging. Jesus never

said it would be any different.



The Lord told those who wanted to follow Him to count the cost. He told
everyone that He was going to die on a Cross and that those who came after Him
must pick up their cross as well. The Lord warned that not al would remain
faithful (Matt. 13:3-9; 13:18-23).

Those who endure to the end in the sphere of faith shall know the joy of
entering into the presence of God.

“ Are you willing to endure to the end?”

“Will you be found faithful ?”

These are not idle questions for there are many ways to lose our faith. The
world, the flesh, and the devil have united to destroy and damn as many souls as
possible. Therefore, everything must be done to preserve and protect the delicate

flower of faith from perishing.

Faith is preserved and protected when known sin is immediately
confessed before God, not only on a daily basis, but as often as necessary.
Psalm 32: 5 | acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have | not hid. |
said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and thou forgavest the

iniquity of my sin.



Faith is preserved and protected when the Scriptures are mediated
upon morning, noon, and night. Psalm 119:10 With my whole heart have |
sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.

Faith is preserved and protected when the means of grace are availed
such as regular attendance at worship and taking of communion. Psalm 5:7 But as
for me, I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy; and in thy fear will
| worship toward thy holy temple.

Faith is preserved and protected when personal standards are
established and honored. Romans 12:1-2 | beseech you therefore brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable,
unto God, And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable and

perfect will of God.

Faith is preserved and protected when the gospel is shared with others
for this is the will of the Lord. Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be withesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea’ and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the

earth.



Faith is preserved and protected when the heart is guarded against secret
or subtle sins such as bitterness, hatred, jealousy, anger, lust, pride, and greed.
Hebrews 12:15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any
root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled.

Faith is protected when the face of the Lord is sought in earnest. May
God grant His church grace—corporately and individually—to preserve and
protect the faith that we profess to possess in Christ Jesus our Lord. A life of faith

preserved and protected because it isrooted in a heart of faith pleases God.

Special note
The principal document for the tradition that Thomas preached in India is

The Acts of Thomas, which has been preserved from c. AD 220 with some
variations both in Greek and in Syriac. The narrative of the document is totally
exaggerated but there is at least one seed truth that might be reflected in the

manuscript. According to tradition, the apostles agreed to go in different directions



to evangelize the world. By a casting of lots, large geographical territories were
assigned to the Apostles. India fell to Thomas, but he declared his inability to go.
As a result, Christ appeared in a supernatural way to Abban, the ambassador of
Gundafor, an Indian king, and sold Thomas to him to be his slave.

Thomas was to serve Gundafor as a carpenter. “Then Abban and Thomas
sailed away until they came to Andrapolis, where they landed and attended the
marriage feast of the ruler's daughter.” Strange occurrences followed and Christ
assuming the appearance of Thomas exhorted the bride to remain aVirgin.

Coming to India Thomas was given money to build a palace for Gundafor,
but instead he used the money to minister to the poor. In anger, Gundafor
imprisoned him; but the Apostle escaped miraculously and Gundafor was
converted.

Traveling throughout the country preaching the gospel, Thomas met with strange
adventures as he encountered dragons and wild asses. Then he came to the city of
King Misdai (Syriac, Mazdai), where he was able to win to Christ, the wife of
Misdai, Tertia and their son Vazan. Because of this, Thomas was condemned to
death. He was led out of city to a hill, and pierced through with spears by four
soldiers. He was then buried in the tomb of the ancient kings but his remains were

afterwards removed to the West.



The Trialsand Tribulation of St. Thomas

Sovereign Grace Baptist Church October 3, 2005

Luke 6:12-15

“And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples:
and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles;14 Smon, (whom he also named
Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 15 Matthew and

Thomas...”



|. Thomas, the Twin

[1. A Man of Personal Courage

[11. A Man Searching for Understanding

IV. A Man of Doubt During Dark and Difficult Days

V. Lessons from the Life of Thomas

Jesus blames no onefor wanting to be certain

Certainty is most likely to come in the fellowship of other believers

The Christian life isachallenging life and so faith must be preserved and protected

V1. How to Preserve the Faith

Faith ispreserved and protected when the means of grace are availed

Faith ispreserved and protected when personal standards are established and
honored

Faith ispreserved and protected when the gospel is shared
Faith ispreserved and protected when the heart is guarded
Faith ispreserved and protected when the face of the Lord is sought in ear nest

Special note. English is a strange language. Y ou would think that full of faith and faithful would
be the same thing. They are not. They are related, but they are not the same thing. To be full of
faith isto have faith. To be faithful isto keep the faith. It is being true to the trust placed in us by
others and by God. Everybody appreciates the person who is faithful, who will never betray a
trust and never fail to keep a commitment. When we have not been faithful, it is because some
doubt, however momentary or tentative, has crept in (Robert C. Shannon).

James: The Second Son of Alphaeus
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church October 16, 2005
Luke6:12-15

Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18
Luke6:15; Acts1:13

“ And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray,

and continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto

him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; 14

Smon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John,



Philip and Bartholomew, 15 Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and

Smon called Zelotes.”

Once again we are faced with the challenge of studying an apostle about
which little is known except His name. Once again we are forced to remember a
practical principle—the message is more important than the man, even an apostle.
A.W. Tozer once preached a sermon entitled

What Man is not to Glory in and Why.

His text was Jeremiah 9:23, 24.

“Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, Neither let
the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in hisriches...But let
him that glorieth glory in this, That he understandeth and knoweth me, that | am
the Lord Which exercise loving kindness, judgment, and righteousness, In the
earth: for in these things | delight, saith the Lord.”

There is good reason, explained Dr. Tozer, why the mighty man is not to
glory in his might or the wise man in his wisdom or the rich man in hisriches. The
reason is simple. The wisest of al men are really not so wise. Who has yet to
explain the origin of life and the universe? While there are great advances in
information, each door of knowledge that opens reveals a more complex and

immense field of study.



In like manner the mighty man is not so mighty. Years ago, in 1927, when
Jack Dempsey was fighting Gene Tunney for the heavyweight championship of the
world, the event was hilled as the fight of the century. One honest sports
commentator was not impressed and made the observation that a haf-grown gorilla
could whip both contenders with no problem at all.

Living in aday that glorified the athlete and the power of the gladiators Paul
reminded people that bodily exercise profiteth little. There is some profit but
exercising to holiness is more important.

And the rich person should not boast in wealth. The One who gave it can
take it away suddenly or, He can take the person from the money. In 1988, the
death of Christina Onaiases was reported. She died at the age of 37. Though the
heiress of billions of dollars she was not able to function normally in life. Drugs
did not help. Four marriages did not help. Like others before her, Christina was a
poor little rich girl and she exited from lifein atragic way.

Power, education, physical beauty, money, or being an apostle must not be
glorified in. Rather, a person can only glory in understanding and knowing the
Lord Jesus Christ as persona Savior. Jesus told the apostles not to rejoice in their
abilities to heal the sick or raise the dead but “Rejoice because your names are
written in heaven” (Luke 10:20). If we know little about the apostle James it is

enough that his name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.



However, there are some things that can be said about James. Through
careful study of the Scriptures three probable conclusions can be reached. First, he
IS the brother of Matthew. James is consistently identified as the Son of Alphaeus.
Mark tells us that Matthew (Levi) was aso the son of Alphaeus. Many Bible
scholars are in agreement that Matthew and James were brothers but they were
brothers who violently disagreed over politics and religion.

Matthew chose to unite with the Roman Empire in order to take money from
his own people through taxation. As a result, he brought shame to his religious
heritage and family tribe, which was the priestly tribe of Levi. In contrast, it may
be that James chose to identify himself with the Zealots. The Zealots were a
fanatical patriotic Jewish group whose single purpose was to overthrow the rule of
Rome through every means including terrorist activity.

The evidence that James was at one time a member of this terrorist
organization is dlight but interesting. In the list of the apostles given by Matthew,
Mark, and Luke, four disciples are consistently named together.

James the son of Alphaeus

Thaddeus (Judas, the brother of James)
Simon the Zeal ot

Judas | scariot



In ancient documents each of these men are linked to the Zealots in some
form. If James was the brother of Matthew as the son of Alphaeus and if he was a
member of the Zealots then there must have been some intense hostility in the
home of Alphaeus. One son was considered to be a traitor to Isragl while the other
son was constantly subject to Roman arrest. And yet they came together to follow
Christ. It is awonderful testimony to the fact that Jesus came not only to reconcile
men to God but also, at times, to reconcile people to each other. There is not
always a happy ending to conflict within families. The place of pledged love often
becomes a battle ground for the launching of verbal, mental, and physical abuse.
The Bible is redlistic. There is sometimes much danger within families. There is
much hatred and hostility as individuals try to control the behavior of others. The

Holy Spirit faithfully records the unspeakable.

Cain killed his brother Abel.
Jacob robbed his brother Esau and lied to their father Isaac.
Even the Lord’'s own brothers and sisters thought that
He was mad for claiming to be the Messiah.
Jesus said that He came to put a sword in the home and divided husband and
wife, father, and son, mother and daughter. Some of the greatest opposition to the

cause of Christ comes from family members.



However, there is also the redlity that when individuals submit to the Lord
Jesus as Master, He has a wonderful way of transforming hearts. No longer do
people need—or want— to hurt each other. They can be gracious again. It has been
noted that a hundred piano’s tuned to one instrument are tuned to one another and,
a hundred Christians following Christ will care for one another. Here is a great
lesson.

If Christian grace is to reign in a relationship then individuals must first be
in love with Christ. The Lord can restore a broken relationship when He is honored
and the principles of 1 Corinthians 13 are seriously applied to specific situations.
The working together of a political zealot and a pawn of greed demonstrate the

power of Christ and the gospel of redeeming grace.

Whatever else is known about James the son of Alphaeusis shrouded in legend and tradition.
One interesting story has been preserved in the Golden Legend, a seven-volume collection of
events in the lives of the saints dating back to AD 1275. The legend relates that James
resembled Jesus Christ so much in his physical appearance that it was difficult to tell them
apart—which is why Judas kissed the Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane. The killing kiss of

Judas was to make sure that Jesus and not James was taken prisoner.



Having spent three and half-intense years with Christ, maybe James did begin to look like
Jesus. Certainly it was his desire to be like Christ. That is a worthy objective of every

believer.
“Oto belike Thee! Blessed Redeemer,
Thisis my constant longing and prayer,
Gladly I'll forfeit all of earth’ streasures,
Jesus, Thy perfect likenessto wear.”

Tradition records that James preached in Persia and that he died a martyr by
crucifixion. The word martyr literally means witness. James was a witness for the
Lord until the end of time.

There are two basic ways to witness for Christ: by life and by lips. The life
of a Christian ought to be different in public and in private from the life of a person
unconverted. There are certain things Christians should not do because they are
fundamentally wrong. And there are certain things Christians should do because
they are right. The fruit of the Spirit can be manifested such a love, joy, peace,
gentleness, goodness, meekness, and self-control.

In addition to being a witness by living a virtuous life, there is the matter of
the lips. The Bible says that faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of
God. But how shall people hear unless Christians witness to them and tell them the
gospel?

In Acts 8 the story is told how all the Church was persecuted by Saul and

had to hide for protection. “ Therefore, they that were scattered abroad went



everywhere preaching the word” . It is the church as a whole that must preach the
Word of God and not just aselect few. This point is essentia to understand because
it puts a responsibility on every man, woman, and young person to somehow,
somewhere, tell othersthat Jesus Christ isLord.

Being an effective witness for Christ takes desire and sensitivity, but the
Lord will have His people witness for Him. He has given us apostles as examples.
They in turn have given us their own lives to encourage our hearts to go forth with
the good news of saving grace. We must do something for Christ whether we are
remembered in detail or not.

The truth of the matter is that most of us, says Dr. Herbert Lockyer, “are
commonplace, having no exceptional gifts or powers. We are inconspicuous,
simple, ordinary folk, models of mediocrity. Yet the common place character of our
limitations should not make us indifferent about living to the full in our small
corner. Much of the world’'s most needed and most blessed work is done by those
about whom the world knows nothing.”

Without question the best starting place to be awitness for Christ by life and
by lip is in the act of baptism. Baptism is the will of the Lord. It is His holy
command and so is not to be neglected or ignored. While it is true that baptism
does not save in and of itself, and while it is true that baptism does not keep a

person saved, it is aso true that baptism is commanded. In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus



said, All power is unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you:
and lo, | am with you always, even unto the end of the world. The Church has no
option but to obey the will of the Lord. Every Christian has a Great Commission
to teach al nationsand to be taught the things of the Lord,;
to baptize al disciples and to be baptized as well;
to disciple others in the doctrines of grace
and to be students of the Word as well.

In the act of baptism several things happen.

First, the Lordship of Christ is honored. Many years ago, a number of
prominent literary men were assembled in a plush clubroom in London one day.
The conversation was directed to a discussion of some of the important figures of
the past, and one of the company suddenly asked,

“Gentlemen, what would we do if Milton were to enter this room?”

“Ah”, replied one of the men, “we would give him such an ovation as might

compensate for the delayed recognition accorded him by the men of his own

generation.”



“ And if Shakespeare entered?” asked another.

“We would arise and crown him master of song” , was the answer.

“And if Jesus Christ were to enter?” asked another.

“| think,
said Charles Lamb amid an intense silence,

“we would all fall on our faces’ .

If Jesus has all rega power, and if Jesus has al saving power, then
obviously He isto be obeyed. It isthe will of Christ for His subjects to be baptized.
It is the will of the Savior for those for whom He has died to be baptized because

in the act of submission to baptism His Lordship is recognized.

Second, in the act of baptism a spiritual symbolism is expressed. By
going down into the water the believer is buried in the likeness of His death. And
when the person comes up out of the water, he is raised in the likeness of His
resurrection. By the act of baptism every believer is identified with the
substitutionary death of Christ. We do not have to die at Calvary—but Christ did.
We do not have to go to hell to atone for sins—but Christ did. He took our pain
and our just penalty in His own body and He asks us to identify with Him in that

great work of redemption.



Third, in the act of baptism, the world knows that there is no turning
back. Thiswas certainly true for the early Jewish converts who came to Christ. By
baptism they made a dramatic break with the past. Many Christians who have
come out cultic structures or the occult experience the same radical cleavage. And
there is no going back.

Fourth, in the act of baptism, the experience is such that it shall never
be forgotten. There is a feeling of being born again because all sins have been
washed away.

“Aruler once came to Jesus by night,
To ask Him the way of salvation and light;
The Master made answer in words true and plain,
Ye must be born again
Ye must be born again
Ye must be born again
| verily verily say unto thee,

Ye must be born again.”

Nothing illustrates the new birth better than the act of baptism.

Finally, in the act of baptism, great humility is revealed. It is somewhat
embarrassing to be baptized because it does not happen every day. New situations
are aways a little uncomfortable for most people. But Jesus said, “If you do not
confess Me before men, neither will | confess you before my Father who is in
heaven” . To be ashamed of Christ is unthinkable for a Christian. For anyone who

has never been obedient to the will of the Lord in baptism, the exhortation comes

not to delay.



Of course the proper candidate for baptism according to Baptist tradition are
those who make a conscious profession of faith in Christ. In Acts 8 when Philip
spoke to the Ethiopian official about salvation, the man said, “See, here is water;
what doth hinder me to be baptized?” “ And Philip said, If thou believest with all
thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, | believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God. 38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went
down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him” (Acts
8:36-38).

“1'll tell the world that I’'m a Christian,
I”’m not ashamed His name to bear;
1’1l tell the world that I’'m a Christian,
I’ [l take Him with me anywhere.

I’ll tell the world how Jesus saved me,
And how He gave me a life brand new;
And | know that if you trust Him
That all He gave me
He'll give you.

I’ll tell the world that HE's my Savior,
No other one could love me so;
My life, my all is His forever,
And where He leads me
| will go.”



James: The Second Son of Alphaeus
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church October 16, 2005

Luke 6:12-15
Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18
XVI. Luke6:15; Acts1:13

What People Should not Boast About
Power

Education

Physical beauty

Money

Being an apostle



. Three Conclusions about James

He was the brother of Matthew

There was hostility in the home

The gospel has the power to bring harmony to hearts
He was a faithful witness for Christ

[11.  HowtobeaWitness
o Embrace those acts where the following takes place:
% The Lordship of Christ is honored
% A spiritual symbolism is expressed
«+ Theworld knows there is no turning back
% The experienceis such it shall never be forgotten
< Great humility is revealed.
Simon the Zealot: Zealousfor the Savior
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church October 23, 2005
Matthew 10:4; Mark 3:18; Acts 1:13

XVII. Luke6:12

“ And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray,
and continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto
him his disciples. and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; 14
Smon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John,
Philip and Bartholomew, 15 Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and

Smon called Zelotes.”

In order to fully appreciate the character of the apostle called Smon from
Cana of Galileeit will be necessary to understand the political climate of the day
in which he lived. Palestine was a land under the rule of Rome. For centuriesthe

Jews had been dominated by foreign powers. First there were the Babylonians.



Then came the Medes and the Persians. After that the Greeks and the Romans took
their place as a world empire. But in all the years of being under the heel of
foreign domination, the Jews never got used to the mastery of others and fromtime

to time they managed to put together a revolt against their foreign oppression.

For example, in the second century BC there arose a family called the
Maccabees whose sole purpose was to make Israel a free and independent state.
When Mattathias, the father of the Maccabees lay dying, his parting message was,
“ And now, my children, be zealous for the Law, and give your lives for the
covenant of your fathers’ (1 Macc. 2:50).

Time passed. Israel found hersdf still under foreign domination and yet, the
flames of patriotism never died out. During the time of Christ a group of peoplein
Pal estine banded together, remembered the word of Mattathias and took for
themsel ves the name of Zeal ots. Josephus describes them as a group. “ They have
an inviolable attachment to liberty, and say that God is only their Ruler and Lord.
They do not mind dying any kind of death, nor do they heed the torture of their
kindred and their friends, nor can any such fear make them call man lord.”

Such fanatical zeal can easily be misguided and misapplied. There was a
natural temptation to use patriotism as an opportunity for guerrilla warfare to

burn and rob villages and towns. Wanton acts of destruction were excused and



justified. The zealots were guilty of guerrilla warfare. They were also guilty of
turning their weapons and violence against their own countrymen. Any Jew who
appeared willing to compromise or work with the Roman gover nment was marked
for destruction.

Some historians have suggested that the zeal ots were directly responsible for
the most terrible time in ancient Jewish history. The story begins when Rome, tired
of the social unrest in Palestine, decided to confront the Jews once and for all
when another revolt broke out in Jerusalem in the summer of AD 66. To everyone's
surprise, at first, things did not go well for the Romans. A legion of soldiers was
actually defeated by the Jews. The uprising became a full war .

Following the death of Nero, the new emperor, Vespasian, placed his son
Titus in charge of challenging the Jewish uprising. Deciding that a strong,
overwhelming military presence around Jer usalem would be necessary, Titus
circled the city with 80,000 men. Meanwhile, inside the walls of the ancient city
civil war was taking place. Zealots and moder ates were slaughtering each other as
they fought for political control. Jewish blood flowed freely in the streets. Once
mor e Titus demanded the surrender of the citadel, but the Jews laughed in
defiance.
Growing impatient with the seize of the city being prolonged month after

month, Titus used the might of his military machinesto literally pound a breach in



the northern wall. Soon thereafter another wall was pierced and the Roman
legions moved into part of the city. Fierce hand to hand fighting broke out. The
body count began to mount rapidly.
Turning to psychological warfare, Titustried to frighten those who
remained in the city into submitting to his force. All the soldiers put on their best
uniforms, polished their shields, and displayed their armor. But the Jews were still
not impressed nor wer e they intimidated. Nevertheless the end was in sight for the
food supply was running low. Titus had made sure this would happen by instituting
a policy of forced starvation. Those who were caught outside the city walls trying
to escape or smuggle in supplies were crucified. For a while, about 500 people per
day were being put on crosses. To find wood, every tree in the area for miles was
cut down. Famine came to the city with a vengeance. Death was everywhere.
Desperate with hunger, cannibalism broke out. Women boiled their children and
ate them.
As the people grew physically weaker, the battering rams of the Romans
continued to break down the walls. By the beginning of July, another part of the
city fell. The Tower of Antonio—named in honor of Mark Anthony—was in Roman
hands. Nearby was the great Holy Temple. A soldier tossed a flaming torch
through the Golden Windows into the Holy of Holies. Soon the sacred place of

worship was in flames.



Titus had not wanted the Temple to be burnt but the soldiers went out of
control. The madness of war took itstoil. In that terrible month of August, AD 70,
Jerusalem was devastated as 97,000 prisoners wer e taken hostage and 115,800
corpses were removed fromthe city. And yet, despite all of this, some of the Zealots
did not give up.

Prior to the final siege of Jerusalem, a large group managed to fleeto a
high fortress called Masada. They were led by Eleazar. For two years this band of
less than a 1,000 men, women, and children withstood 10,000 soldiers of the
Roman army sent to subdue them. But their end was inevitable. The Roman
General Flavia Slva built a tremendous ramp on the other side of the mountain.

When it was finally clear that all hope of escape was gone, Eleazer
summoned the peopl e together in order to suggest a suicide pact. The people
agreed to die rather than submit to Roman slavery. The men “ tenderly embraced
their wives, kissed their children, and then began the bloody work. Nine hundred
and fifty perished, only two women and five children escaped by hiding in acave’.
Ten men wer e appointed to dit the throats of the rest and then they would be killed
by one of their own. The last person alive was to commit suicide. Such werethe
Zealots. They were loyal, courageous, nationalistic, and in the end,

unconquerable. Smon was a Zealot until he came to Christ.



It is sometimes difficult to discover when or why a person beginsto change
in a radical way—for bad or for good. Since the New Testament tells us nothing
about Smon except his name, it is not unreasonabl e to surmise that Smon came to
Christinitially for political purposes. Perhaps Smon saw in Christ another
Maccabee or someone like Judas the Galilean who led an insurrection following
the death of Herod the Great in 4 BC. After all, Jesus spoke of the Kingdom of God
as being at hand. Perhaps Smon saw in Christ a political leader with supernatural
power to the point that He could raise the dead. Whatever attracted Smon to
Jesus, the compelling character of the Lord and the regenerating work of the Holy
Soirit transformed Smon. The total transformation of Smon is manifested in
several ways.

First, thereis Simon’s tolerance of Matthew. As a tax collector, Matthew
was the type of person the Zeal ots |ooked for to assassinate with their little curved
swords. The Zealots hated any Jew with pure passion who united with Rome to
exploit their countrymen. In another time and place, Smon would have gladly
slain Matthew. But they met as friends in the fellowship of the Savior. The very fact
that Jesus was able to bring Matthew and Simon into one group demonstrates how
personal enmity can be destroyed by a common love for Christ. Hereisa great

lesson for Christiansin general and the Church in particular. Christian love says,



“I will accept you as you are, and if you change, it will be because of your love for

Christ” (Dr. William Barclay).

Second, Simon’stotal transformation is reflected by the fact that he
subordinated his earthly kingdom longings for the spiritual kingdom of heaven.
In the pursuit of money, property, power, social status, security, the soul must not

be neglected. When all is said and done this truth remains:
“This one life shall soon be passed;
Only what is done for Christ will last.”
Jesus said,
“Wheat shall it profit aman if he gain
the whole world and lose his soul ?”

Thereisathird sign of atransformed life. Simon was found in the prayer
meeting of Acts 1:13. In an Upper Room, Smon was found to be waiting for the
power fromon high. In an Upper Room, Smon was found in prayer. The prayer
life becomes the bases on which to judge the spiritual health of a soul. Not all of

God'’ s people are eloquent. Not all of God’ s people have prominent spiritual gifts.



But all of God’ s people can pray. The more complete the transfor mation of the life
the more prayer will be displayed.

History does not record what happened to Smon. Even legend is vague
about him. He is said to have preached in Egypt, in Africa, and even in Britain
until he met his death in Persia. Because of the opposition of two magicians, called
Zaroes and Arfaxat, death came to Smon. He was crucified in the year AD 74. Dr.
William Barclay notes, “ Two things strike the investigator of early Christian
history: the marvel ous manner in which Christian seed is found growing and
fructifying in unheard of places; the indifference of the sowers of perpetrating their
own name and labors.”

One day, in the providence of the Lord, the Church will visit again with this
obscure apostle who had such a radical change of nature and who was able to give
his life for the greatest cause on earth—advancing the Kingdom of God. One
reason why Smon was willing to dedicate hislife to the service of the Savior and
the Church was because he saw the Church as the most glorious of all institutions.

It is possible that many problemsin local assemblies would be solved
immediately if the Church was seen once more asa gloriousinstitution. It is
because of the lack of a fundamental respect for the Church as an institution that
individuals can ask some very alarming questions and make some very disturbing

statements.



“Pastor, why isthe local church important?’
“Pastor, | believe | can worship without the local church through
Christian radio, television, and religious literature.”
“Pastor, why must a person participates
in the corporate life of the Church?
“Pastor, it does not matter if the Church isjoined,
aslong as| am sincerein my faith.”
Such questions and statements show a fundamental disrespect to the Church
and yet, in the sight of God the Church is still most glorious. John Newton
recognized this glory when he paraphrased Psalm 87.
“Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;

He whose word cannot be broken
formed thee for His own abode;

On the Rock of Ages founded,
what can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation’s walls surrounded,
thou may’ st smile at all thy foes.”

S mon loved Christ and he loved the church. Smon died for the church he

loved as he served the Savior. May that be our heart’s commitment as well.



The Glory of the Church

1. Theglory of the Church isrevealed in her Divine election. (Eph. 1:3-6) Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly placesin Christ, According as He hath chosen us
in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before Him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,
To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the
Beloved.

2. Theglory of the church is revealed by the great price, which was paid to
redeem her from the penalty, power, and pollution of sin. (Eph. 1:7) In whom
we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace;

3. Theglory of the Church is seen in the adoption of those who believe as children
of God. (Rom. 8:15) For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

4. The glory of the Church is displayed in the glorious inheritance that awaits her.
To the Church has been given the Kingdom of God (Luke 12:32), eternal life
(Mark 10:30; John 10:28; Rom. 6:23; Heb. 9:15) and the promise of a new
heaven and a new earth. (2 Pet. 3:13 Rev. 21:1)

5. The glory of the Church is manifested in the purpose and place she has in the
plan of God. (Eph. 1:14) That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding
riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus, (Eph. 3:10)



To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places
might be known by the Church the manifold wisdom of God. The Church is no
parenthetical afterthought in the mind of God. The Church occupies the pivotal
place in the heart of God.

6. The glory of the church is reflected in the mgjesty of her Master, the Lord Jesus
Christ who isKing of kings and Lord of lords. (Col. 1:15-19; Eph. 1:22,23)

7. The glory of the Church may be seen in the fact that she is endwelt by God the
Holy Spirit. (Eph. 1:13,13;17-19; 3:16) In whom ye also trusted, after that ye
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye
believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise.

8. The glory of the Church may be seen in her own intrinsic holiness. (Eph. 1:4;
2:10,21; 5: 26,27) That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of
water by the word, That He might present it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should be holy and
without blemish.

9. The glory of the Church may be seen in her nearness to the presence of God.
(Eph. 2:13,18; 3:12; Heb. 4:16) The Church has the ear of heaven. Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
find grace to help in time of need.

10. The glory of the Church may be seen in the fact that to her was entrusted the
gospel. (Eph. 1:9; 3:2-5) God has not entrusted the gospel to business, nor to the
government or even to religious auxiliary organizations, or specialized
ministries however good all of these things may be. The gospd is given to the
Church. Only the Church has a right to say that God having made known unto
us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure, which He hath
purposed in Himself.

“| love thy Church, O God!
Her walls before thee stand,
Dear asthe apple of thine eye,
And graven on thy hand.

For her my tears shall fall,
For her my prayers shall ascend,
To her my cares and toils be given,



Till toils and cares shall end.”

Because the Church is glorious, it is only right that there be a definite
identity with the local assembly according to the will of the Lord. Every believer
should ask, How do | unite with God's people? The question should be asked
because the physical unity of God's people is designed to reflect the spiritua unity
that aready exits.

The Bible teaches that Christians are not independent of one another. Every
imagery in the Bible shows an essential unity of some sort whether it isthe

Shepherd and the sheep,
the Vine and the branches,
the Head and the body, the theme of unity is the same
(John 13:34,35; Rom. 12:5,10,16; 14:19; 15:14; Gal. 6:2; Eph. 4:32; 5:21; Phil.
2:3,4; 1 Thess. 4.9; 5:11; Heb. 10:24; James 5:16; 1 John 4:12).

The fact that there is a spiritua unity which is designed to be manifested in
the corporate life is proven by the apostles who established local churches and
gave instructions as to how they were to function and be governed. (Acts 14:21-23;
1 Tim. 3:15; Tit. 1:5) Pastor |etters were sent to deal with specific problems and to
encourage the saints in the work of the ministry (1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1:1; 2 Thess.

1:1). Those who unite with the local Church are entitled to several things.



e Every believer is entitled to the opportunity worship. God loves to see His
people gather to praise and honor Him. The worship on earth reflects the
worship of heaven itself as a gathered assembly. (Heb. 12:22; Rev. 5:11-14;
7:9-12; 15:2-4; 19:1-8) Because the opportunity to worship is a gift of divine
grace, it should not be taken for granted. There is an appointed place, thereis a
proper time, and there is an acceptable way to worship the Lord.

e Every believer is entitled to the love of the saints according to 1 Corinthians 13.
Every believer is to be cared for according to the principles of mercy. (Matt.
25:31-46; Acts 2:45; 4:32-35; Gal. 2:10)

e Every believer is entitled to be edified in a practical manner concerning the
Person and work of Jesus Christ. The Lord has given to His church pastors and
teachers for the spiritual maturing of the believers. (Eph. 4:8-11; 1 Pet. 2:2;
Acts20:28-32; 1 Tim. 3:2; 2 Tim. 3:16-4:4)

e Every believer is entitled to enjoy Christian fellowship and encouragement. (1
Cor. 12:13-27; Eph. 4:16).

Because the believer receives the gifts of God from the people of God, a holy

obligation emerges when membership in the local assembly is finalized.

e Those who unite with the local assembly should endeavor to be aloving person
according to 1 Corinthians 13.

e Those who unite with the local assembly should honor the legitimate spiritual
leadership of the assembly. (Heb. 13:7,17)

e Those who unite with the local assembly should seek to serve within the body
of Christ. (Rom.12:4-10)

e Those who unite with the local assembly should honor the terms of the
Covenant and by-laws, as the congregation practices them, in order to promote
peace. (Rom. 14:19) Let us therefore follow after the things which make for
peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.



Does this mean that all Christians will agree on every point and on every
practice? No. But there isa spirit and a mindset that allows for essential agreement
so that the work of the ministry can be carried out in a Christ like manner as best as

possible.

To be specific, there are certain actions those who are Strong in the Faith can
do for those who are Weak in the Faith, and there are some things that those who
are Weak in the Faith can do for those who are Strong in the Faith especially when
aquestion arises that is controversial because it not clear to all.

Turning to Romans 14, this point can be illustrated by the question of
whether or not Jewish Christians should eat herbs, worship on specia days, and eat
meat that was once considered to be unclean. When some Jews were first
converted to Christ they were Weak in the Faith.

Stronger Christians knew that it was al right to eat herbs and meat that was
once forbidden such as pork. Those who were Strong in the Faith knew that the
ceremonia aspect of the Law was abolished so that the Seven Great Jewish
Festival Days did not have to be observed. So what was to be done with those who
were Weak in the Faith. Paul places a burden upon those who are Strong in the

Faith to do three things.



First, the Weaker Brother wasto be received into the fellowship without
an argument being started or an issue being made of personal scruples. “Him
that is Weak in the Faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations’ (Rom. 14:1).

Second, the Weaker Brother’s concerns were to be borne by those who
wer e Strong in the Faith. “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of
the Weak, and not to please ourselves’ (Rom. 15:1).

And there is a good reason why this ought to be done. “For even Christ
pleased not Himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached
theefell on me” (Rom. 15:3).

Because Christ has borne the sins of the saints, the saints should bear the
scruples of one another with great sensitivity. So, those who are Strong in the Faith
are to receive those Who are Weak in the Fait without being argumentative but
with great tenderness in order to not lay a stumbling block before them. “Let us not
therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a
stumbling block or an occasion to fall in his brother’sway” (Rom. 14:13).

Asthose who are Strong in the Faith ought to do certain things for those who
are Weak in the Faith, those who are Weak in the Faith a'so ought to do something.
Specifically, there is to be a holy hush so that an inordinate amount of time is not
spent judging one another in matters of personal concern. “But why dost thou judge

they brother? Or why dost thou set at nought thy brother?” (Rom. 14:10).



The reason there is to be a holy hush and a non-judgmental attitude is
because “we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. “For it is written,
As | live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall
confess to God” (Rom. 14:10b). “ So then every one of us shall give account of
himself to God” (Rom. 14:11).

When good people disagree over principles and practices it is not to turn
personal and accusatory. Rather, those who are Strong in the Faith are to bear the
infirmities of those Who are Weak in the Faith. And those who are Weak in the
Faith are not to condemn those who are Strong in the Faith.

A loving reception of those who are Weak in the Faith,
afundamental decision to stay together even when one does
not get their way,
anon-argumentative spirit,
a holy hush in the sense of being non-judgmental on unclear issues,
awillingness to wait and let each person give an account of
themselves before God,
a deliberate bearing with those who are Weak in the Faith,
apursuing of peace, these are the spiritual characteristics
which will reflect whether a locally assembly is really the Church and different

from other social institutions or not.
The Last Question from the Lips of Thaddaeus
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Luke 6:12-16

“ And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto him
his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles;, 14
Smon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John,
Philip and Bartholomew, 15 Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and
Smon called Zelotes, 16 And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot,

which also was the traitor.”

~* <

John 14:22

“ Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself
unto us, and not unto the world?”

~%

St. Jerome called the eleventh apostle “Trinomius’, which means “the man
with three names’ . In the gospel of Mark heis called “Thaddaeus’ (Mark 3:18); in
Matthew heis“called Lebbaeus whose surname was Thaddaeus’ (Matt. 10:3); and
in Luke he is called “Judas, the brother of James’ (Luke 6:16; Acts 1:13). Like
severa of the other apostles little is known of Thaddaeus but what is known is
significant. In the first three gospels only a name is given. It isin the fourth gospel
that one brief cameo appearance is made of the man under the name of Judas, “not
Iscariot” (John 14:22). The holy Author is careful not to confuse the two men for

one would become a saint while the other would remain a son of Satan.



The scene that is set forth in John 14 takes place at the Last Supper. Jesus
had been speaking about going away. It was obvious to all that He was disturbed
and this caused concern to the disciples. Why was Jesus going away? Where was
He going? What was He trying to say? The disciples did not understand. What the

disciples understood was that the Lord was the promised Messiah. But they also
thought that He had come to overthrow the Roman government and set up His own
earthly political kingdom. Just when the Lord was going to do this was uncertain.
In fact, the disciples had often discussed this important point. They wondered when
Christ would reveal to the masses His power and program.
Sensing an opportune moment had come to clarify the issues at stake

Thaddaeus raised a question of concern indirectly. “Lord”, he asked, “how is it
that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?” The question is
an interesting one and offers some insightful into the hearts of the disciples. The
guestion reflects a failure on the part of the apostles to understand the basic
teachings of Jesus. The disciples had failed to comprehend the ultimate
implications of the ministry of the Messiah. Had Judas Thaddaeus and the others
been given a report card for spiritua perception they would have falled. For three

years Jesus had been communicating certain conceptsto His disciples.

¢ All of humanity needs a Savior. Every person born into the world is a son or
daughter of Adam with the judgment of sin stamped on the soul. Jesus said “ out
of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts,
false witness, blasphemies, These are the things which defile a man” (Maitt.
15:19,20). But He aso said, “the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost” (Luke 19:10). The Pharisees did not want to hear this and
reacted in a violent manner. They sought to kill Christ and in the end thought
they had succeeded.



¢ Salvation is based upon sovereign electing grace and not human merit or
self-effort. On the night of His birth the angels announced to the shepherds the
divine work of redemption. Christ had come, the angels said, to “save His
people fromtheir sins” (Matt. 1:21). His people are those whom the Father has
given to Him (John 17:6). In other passages this truth of a select people is set
forth in the doctrine of predestination (Eph. 1:4,5; 1:11; Rom. 8:29).

Ephesians 1:4 According as he hath chosen usin him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the

adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of hiswill,

Ephesians 1:11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the
counsel of hisown will:

Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brethren.

¢ The Son of God would secure the redemption of lost souls by offering
Himself as a personal substitute for sinners. “Behold, said Jesus, “we go up
to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and
unto the scribes, and they shall condemn Him to death, And shall deliver Himto
the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify Him: and the third day He
shall rise again” (Matt. 20:18,19). The Cross was central to the life of Christ
and it is central to the life of all who would be cleansed from the pollution of
sin. William Cowper understood this spiritual truth and wrote of the purity that
comes to those who go to the Cross.

“Thereis afountain filled with blood
Drawn from Emmanuel’ s veins
And sinners plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.”

¢ With Hisredeemed Christ would establish a spiritual kingdom. Jesus said
“My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). The kingdom Christ came to
build isin the hearts of those to whom He would reveal Himself.



But why would the Lord reveal Himself to the few and not to the many?
Lebbaeus Judas Thaddaeus wanted to know and so he asked very plainly, “Lord,
how is it that Thou wilt manifest thyself unto us and not unto the world?” The
divine response came. “ Thaddaeus, many are called to salvation, but only few are
chosen” (Matt. 22:14). “Thaddaeus, my sheep will hear my voice and | know them,
and they follow Me” (John 10:27). A spiritual truth isrealized.

Only those to whom God has revealed Himself through His Son are counted
among the elect. The elect of God are those that will enjoy eternal life while
serving the Savior in the sphere of the kingdom of heaven. This favor is not for
everyone in the world, but only for those whom the Father has given to the Son.

Have you ever considered what life would be like without Christ? Some
people know all too well.

First, a life without God is a life without meaning. The old catechisms
teach that the chief end of man is to know God and to enjoy Him forever. Thereis
truth in that teaching. We are created for a purpose.

Second, a life without God is a life without hope. There is no hope of any
life beyond the grave and thus no hope of heaven.

Third, alifewithout God isa life of foolish distractions. The days may be

filled with work and the pursuit of wealth; there may be family and friends to enjoy



and travel but at the end of one's days it will al seem foolish in light of eternity.
The parable of Christ in Luke 12:13-21 illustrates this point.

A life without God is a life of wasted years. What a different there is for
those who are to be the heirs of salvation. They have a meaning to life, hope for the
future, and the joy of serving the Savior as the heirs of salvation.

The heirs of salvation can be easily identified. Jesus said, “If a man love me,
He will keep my words” . With these words the Lord provided the best motive for
living out the ethics of the Christian life: love for Christ. This point is vita to
remember for motives are important. They always have been (Gen. 4) and they
aways will be. God is interested in what individuals do and in why they do what
they do. The motive for being a Christian should be pure and unselfish in nature.
However, this is not always the case. Sometimes people come to Christ for the
Wrong reason.

Some people come to Christ because they want power over others. That
was true in the case of Simon as recorded in Acts 8:9-21. “But there was a certain
man, called Smon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched
the people of Samaria, giving out that he himself was some great one. To whom
they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great
power of God. And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had

bewitched them with sorceries. ..And when Smon saw that through laying on of the



apostle’ s hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, Sayng, give me
also this power, that on whomsoever | lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost.
But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought
that the gift of God may be purchased with money. Thou has neither part nor lot in
this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God.”

Some people come to Christ, not out of love for His substitutionary
death, but out of a fear of a future judgment. There are those who have been
wounded in their conscience over certain sins. They have heard the threats and
curses and warnings of condemnation and so they come seeking divine
forgiveness. But soon after making a confession of faith, Christianity becomes a
religion without joy and the Church is forsaken. Why? Because there was no love
for Christ. There was only a persona desire to escape the pain of a wounded
conscience.

In contrast to those who would come to Christ for ulterior motives, there are
others who are inspired to serve and sacrifice for the Savior because they love
Him. Those who are truly born again have a natural love for Christ, which reveals
itself in words and deeds of spiritual service. “If you love me” , said Jesus, “you will
keep my words.”

There is something else. Jesus promised that those who love Him and keep

His words shall know in a specia way the presence of Himself and the Father. “If a



man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will
come unto him, and make our abode with him’ (John 14:23). This is possible
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. In a real but mysterious way, God the
Holy Spirit comes to indwell every redeemed soul. Then, little by little He teaches
about the Son and the Father. Spiritua truths are grasped. They are ssmple at first.
¢ TheBibleistheinspired Word of God. “ All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto
al good works’ (2 Tim. 3:16).
¢ Salvation isby grace through faith alone. For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it isthe gift of God: Not of works, lest any
many should boast” (Eph. 2:8,9).

¢ Aholylifeisalife of standards. “ For ye were sometimes darkness, but now
areyelight in the Lord: walk as children of light” (Eph. 5:18).

¢ Death iscertain. “ For it is appointed unto men onceto die” (Heb. 9:27)
Preparation must be made to meet God. Amos 4:12 Therefore thus will | do
unto thee, O Israel: and because | will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy

God, O Isradl.

¢ Thereisa Day of Judgment. “ For we must all appear before the judgment seat
of Christ” (Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10).

As time goes on the Christian beginsto learn about the deeper truths of
God. The glorious doctrines of predestination, election, and justification are
comprehended. Thereis growth in grace and in knowledge of the Lord Jesus

Christ. All this comes because from the sea of humanity the Lord has been pleased



to reveal Himsdlf to the few if not to the many. “ Lord, how isit that Thou wilt
manifest thyself unto us and not unto the world?’ The answer is sovereign grace.
History closes the book on this apostle except for a lovely legend that tells of
a correspondence between Jesus and a man named Abgarus who was King of
Edessa, a city in Northern Mesopotamia (Iraq) near the Euphrates. The letter
begins with these words:

“ Abgarus, ruler of Edessa, to Jesus the excellent Savior who has appeared in
the country of Jerusalem, greeting. | have heard the reports of thee and of thy cures
as performed by thee without medicine and without herbs. For it is said that thou
makest the blind to see and the lame to walk, that thou cleansest |epers and casteth
out impure spirits and demons, and that thou heal est those afflicted with lingering
diseases, and raisest the dead. And having heard all these things concerning thee, |
have concluded that one of two things must be true: either thou art God, and
having come down from heaven thou doest these things or else, thou who doest
these things art the Son of God.

| have therefore written to thee to ask thee that thou wouldst take the trouble
to come to me and heal the disease, which | have. For | have heard that the Jews
are murmuring against thee and are plotting to injure thee. But | have avery small
yet noble city, which is big enough for us both.”

Thereply isgiven.



“The Answer of Jesus to the ruler Abgarus by the courier Ananias. Blessed
art thou who hast believed in me without having seen me. For it iswritten
concerning me that they who have seen me will not believe in me, and that they
who have not seen me will believe and be saved. But in regard to what thou hast
written to me, that | should come to thee, it is necessary for meto fulfill al things
here for which | have been sent, and after | have fulfilled them thus to be taken up
again to him that sent me. But after | have been taken up | will send thee one of my
disciples, that he may heal thy disease, and give life to thee and to thine.”

Thereis moreto the legend but the story is understood. It was the work of
Thaddaeus, as it was the work of all the apostles, to spread the good news of Jesus
Christ. Surely Thaddaeus did that. Because of his service for the Savior souls came

to faith. He was crucified in Persia (c. AD 72). Judas Thaddaeus stands in stark
contrast to Judas I scariot. While one was false and treacherous the other was
steadfast and faithful. It is a wonderful attribute to be found faithful. The Bible
exhorts Christiansin thisarea. “ Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast,
unmoveable, aways abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that
your labor isnot invaininthe Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).
Jesus warned of those who would fall away from the faith. (Matt. 13:1-9;
13:18-23). “ The secret of successis constancy of purpose’, said Disradli, former

Prime Minister of England. “ If you do not desire to resist the Devil, you will not



resist him. If you do not seek to endure to the end, you will meet failure. If you do
not desireto love God, you will stop short. It iseasy to quit. It istough to keep
going.”

In 1815, the Duke of Wellington (1769-1852) was talking to his forces at
Waterloo. The great battle was on between himself and the French for ces of
Napoleon Bonaparte. (1769-1821) “ Hard pounding this, Gentleman,” he said.

“ Let’s see who can pound the longest!”
That isthe secret of success. Thereis a wonderful story about Leonard de
Vinci as he painted the picture of the Last Supper. A crowd watched over his
shoulder. He was working on the fruit on the table, and he saw the crowd looking
at his every movement. With one angry brush stroke he deliberately ruined the
fruit. Pointing to the face of Christ he said, “ Don’t look down there, look up herel”
When a man loves Jesus, he will follow the teachings of the Master. Thereisa
need for Christians to commit themselves afresh to being steadfast in the will and

the work of the Lord— just like Thaddaeus.

The Last Question from the Lips of Thaddaeus
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church November 6, 2005
Luke 6:12-16

“ And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all
night in prayer to God. 13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples. and of them he
chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; 14 Smon, (whom he also named Peter,) and
Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 15 Matthew and Thomas, James



the son of Alphaeus, and Smon called Zelotes, 16 And Judas the brother of James, and Judas
Iscariot, which also was the traitor.”

~%

John 14:22

“ Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and
not unto the world?”

[ The Man with Three Names
e Thaddaeus Mark 3:18
e Lebbaeus Matthew 10:3
e Judas Luke 6:16

1.  Concepts Christ Taught
e All of humanity needs a Saviour
e Salvation is based upon sovereign electing grace and not human merit
e The Son of God would secure the redemption of lost souls by a
substitutionary death
¢ With Hisredeemed Christ would establish a spiritual kingdom

[11. A Life Without Christ
o Alifewithout Christ isa life without meaning
e Alifewithout Christ isa life without hope
o Alifewithout Christ isa life of foolish distractions
e Alifewithout Christ isa life of wasted years

V. Why People Cometo Christ
e Some people come to Christ to have power over others Acts 8:9-21
e Some people come to Christ out of fear of a future judgment

V.  Spiritual Truths
e TheBibleistheinspired Word of God 2 Timothy 3:16

e Salvation isby grace faith alone Ephesians 2:8-9
e Aholylifeisalife of standards Ephesians 5:18
e Deathiscertain Amos 4:12

e Thereisa day of judgment Romans 14:10



